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Health 

 

Govt. to set up 12,500 AYUSH Health and 

Wellness Centres across country 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi declared government’s 

target of setting up 12,500 AYUSH (Ayurveda, Yoga & 

Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and Homoeopathy) Centres 

throughout India. Out of which government is trying to 

set up 4000 such centres in 2019 itself. The 

announcement was made by PM Modi during giving 

away Yoga Awards to winners for Outstanding 

Contribution for Promotion and Development of Yoga 

in New Delhi. 

Key Highlights 

During the Yoga Awards ceremony, PM Modi also 

released 12 commemorative postal stamps to honour 

eminent practitioners, scholars as well as Great Master 

Healers of AYUSH Systems. These commemorative 

postal stamps highlight great work and acknowledge 

achievements of Great Master Healers of AYUSH 

Systems. 

PM also launched 10 AYUSH Health and Wellness 

Centres located in Haryana- This is in line with Union 

Ministry of AYUSH’s commitment to make 12,500 

AYUSH Health and Wellness Centres functional in next 

3 years. In total around 1.5 lakh health and wellness 

centres (HWCs) are being opened across country. 

Why AYUSH Centres? 

Objective: Main focus of these centres will be to 

empower community for self care by assimilating 

AYUSH based healthy food and lifestyle, social 

behaviour as well as use of medicinal plants for primary 

health care (PHC). 

AYUSH and Yoga are strong pillars of ‘Fit India’ 

movement and are attributed to Yoga, Pranayama and 

Ayurveda. To provide comprehensive primary 

healthcare, AYUSH components have been integrated 

into health and wellness centres under Ayushman 

Bharat (PMJAY). 

These AYUSH centres would complement National 

Health Policy (NHP), 2017 that insists upon integrating 

and mainstreaming of AYUSH services in conventional 

health care delivery system. 

Significance: This would begin mainstreaming of 

preventive, holistic, rehabilitative, curative, and 

palliative AYUSH care for achieving comprehensive 

health care. 

 

September Month to be celebrated as ‘Rashtriya 

Poshan Maah’ 

Union Government is celebrating the entire month of 

September as “Rashtriya Poshan Maah” (National 

Nutrition Month) to emphasise the need for healthy 

nutrition. This initiative is aimed at sensitising public on 

healthy eating, addressing twin issues of malnutrition 

and undernutrition and obesity in some sections and also 

intensifying existing nationwide campaign for 

‘malnutrition-free India‘. 

About Rashtriya Poshan Maah 

Theme: ‘Complementary Feeding’ 

Rashtriya Poshan Maah was first announced by PM 

Modi in his recent ‘Mann ki Baat’ programme, while 

speaking about malnutrition. He also highlighted that 

due to lack of awareness, both poor and affluent families 

are affected by it. 

Purpose of celebrating Poshan month is to take message 

of nutrition to every nook and corner of India and to 

focus on complimentary food, treatment and prevention 

from infections in children. 

POSHAN Abhiyaan: 

POSHAN stands for Prime Minister’s Overreaching 

Scheme for Holistic Nourishment. The POSHAN 

Abhiyaan is a multi- ministerial convergence mission 

with vision to address malnutrition with a targeted 

approach by 2022. 

Poshan Abhiyaan was launched by Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi in March 2018 from Jhunjhunu in 

Rajasthan. It aims at achieving improvement in 

nutritional status of children up to 6 years of age, 

adolescent girls, pregnant women and lactating mothers. 
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PM to launch National Animal Disease Control 

Programme 

In one of the major efforts towards doubling farmers 

income and empowering farmers, Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi will be launching National Animal 

Disease Control Programme (NADCP) on 11 

September 2019 from Mathura in Uttar Pradesh. The 

NADCP aims towards eradicating Foot and Mouth 

Disease (FMD) and Brucellosis in the livestock. 

Key Highlights 

During his visit to Mathura PM Modi will also launch 

National Artificial Insemination Programme on 11 

September. He shall also be taking up Swachhta Hi Seva 

Programme.  

He is also expected to simultaneously launch of 

nationwide workshops in Krishi Vigyan Kendras 

(KVK) in all the 687 Districts of country on topic of 

vaccination, disease management, artificial 

insemination and productivity. 

About National Animal Disease Control Programme 

Objective: The programme aims to- 

1. Vaccinate more than 500 Million Livestock including 

cattle, buffalo, sheep, goats and pigs against Foot and 

Mouth Disease (FMD). 

2. Vaccinate 36 Million Female Bovine Calves annually 

in its fight against Brucellosis disease. 

Two components of Programme– 

(1) Controlling of diseases by 2025 

(2) Eradication of by 2030 

Funds: The programme 100% funding from Central 

Government, of Rs.12,652 Crores for a period of 5 years 

till 2024. Earlier, Centre and state governments used to 

contribute funds in ratio of 60:40. 

Coverage: Scheme envisages vaccination coverage to 

30 crore bovines (cows-bulls and buffaloes) and 20 

crore sheep or goat and 10 million pigs. 

Need: The disease of FMD and brucellosis are common 

among livestock such as- cow, buffaloes, bulls, pigs, 

sheep and goats. Both the diseases have a direct negative 

impact on trade of milk and other livestock products. 

As per government data if a cow or buffalo gets infected 

with FMD, the milk loss is up to 100% which could last 

for4-6 months. In case of Brucellosis, the milk output 

reduces by 30% during entire life cycle of animal and 

also causes infertility among animals. Also, the 

infection of brucellosis can also be transmitted to farm 

workers and livestock owners. 

 

Government launches UMMID and NIDAN in 

health sector 

UMMID is a Department of Biotechnology (DBT), 

Ministry of Science and Technology initiative to create 

awareness about genetic disorders amongst clinicians 

and establish molecular diagnostics in hospitals for the 

benefit of patients in India. 

The plan of the UMMID initiative is to link the well-

established centres of Medical Genetics in India to 

upcoming centres and to establish clinical genetics 

facilities in district hospitals. This will improve patient 

care services for genetic disorders and impart latest 

medical genetics education to medical students to 

prepare them for the era of molecular medicine. 

Training and diagnostic services under UMMID 

UMMID plans to work at three levels of medical care 

which will work in close collaboration with a close link 

between training and establishment of diagnostic 

services. The three components of UMMID are given 

below. 

Fellowship in Genetic Diagnostics : Hands-on training 

for six months will be provided to doctors working in 

government hospitals by eight departments with state-

of-the-art DNA-based diagnostic services for genetic 

disorders. Each centre will train 4 fellows per year thus 

providing 96 trained doctors in genetic diagnostics 

during the period of 3  years. 

NIDAN Kendras (Diagnostic Centres) : Hospitals 

with interested doctors, committed administrators and 

basic infrastructure have been selected and have been 

funded to establish genetic laboratories. The financial 

support and twinning with established Medical Genetics 

centres will help them to develop state-of-the-art 

facilities in molecular diagnostics. 

Prevention of genetic Disorders in Aspirational 

Districts : Each of the 7 centres providing genetic 

training have adopted one aspirational district and will 

establish a program for prevention of genetic disorders 

including beta thalassemia and newborn screening for 

treratable disorders. This will be a prototype of an 

outreach program which will take latest genetic 

diagnostics to the population and lead the way to 

incorporate genetic services in maternal and child care. 

This will provide onsite training to the doctors in these 

district hospitals in addition to creating awareness about 

genetic disorders amongst the general population. 
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List of Training centres 

• Department of Medical Genetics, Sanjay Gandhi 

Postgraduate Institute of Medical Sciences 

(SGPGIMS), Raibarelly Road, Lucknow, Uttar 

Pradesh 

• Division of Genetics, Department of Pediatrics, All 

India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS),  New 

Delhi 

• Genetics Unit, Department of Pediatrics, Maulana 

Azad Medical College (MAMC), New Delhi 

• Department of Clinical Genetics, Christian Medical 

College (CMC), Vellore, Tamil Nadu 

• Centre for Genetic Studies and Research, The 

Madras Medical Mission, Chennai, Tamil Nadu 

• Diagnostics Division, Centre for DNA 

Fingerprinting and Diagnostics (CDFD), Hyderabad, 

Telangana 

• Department of Haematology, Christian Medical 

College (CMC), Vellore, Tamil Nadu 

• ICMR‐National Institute of Immunohaematology 

(NIIH), KEM Hospital, Parel, Mumbai 

 

List of NIDAN Kendras 

• Lady Hardinge Medical College (LHMC), Delhi 

• Nizam’s Institute of Medical Sciences (NIMS), 

Hyderabad, Telangana 

• All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), 

Jodhpur 

• Army Hospital Research & Referral, Delhi 

• Nil Ratan Sircar (NRS) Medical College and 

Hospital, Kolkata 

 

GFTAM 

India has announced contribution of $22 million to 

Global Fund for AIDS, TB and Malaria (GFTAM) 

for 6th Replenishment Cycle (for year 2020-22). This is 

an increase of 10% over the amount contributed by India 

in 5th cycle. 

Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and 

Malaria (the Global Fund) 

The international organization commenced its 

operations in January 2002 and maintains its secretariat 

in Geneva, Switzerland. 

It is an international financing and partnership 

organization that aims to attract, leverage and invest 

additional resources to end epidemics of HIV/AIDS, 

tuberculosis (TB) and malaria to support attainment of 

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs). 

Global Fund is a financing mechanism rather than an 

implementing agency and is also the world’s largest 

financier of AIDS, TB, and malaria prevention, 

treatment, and care programs. 

 

TB Harega Desh Jeetaga Campaign 

In an effort to reach out to every tuberculosis (TB) 

patient in the country, Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare launched ‘TB Harega, Desh Jeetega’ 

campaign in New Delhi. Along with the campaign 

government also launched ‘National TB Prevalence 

Survey’, the country’s largest-ever conducted TB 

prevalence survey. The government initiatives are in 

line with country’s intended target of becoming TB-

free India before 2025. The global target to eliminate 

TB worldwide is 2030. 

Under Nikshay Poshan Yojana (NPY) TB patients are 

given Rs.500 per month for nutritional assistance during 

the TB treatment. 

 

Tikki Mausi 

With an aim to spread awareness about nutrition of 

children and women, the Department of Women & Child 

Development and Mission Shakti, Government of 

Odisha, in collaboration with United Nations 

International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) 

unveiled a mascot named ‘Tikki Mausi’. The state 

government initiative highlights that Women and 

children are central to any welfare programme. The 

department in collaboration with UNICEF also 

launched a comprehensive state-level communication 

strategy to make the public aware about child and 

woman’s nutrition and their development. The mascot- 

‘Tikki Mausi’ aims to change the behaviour of common 

people and make them aware about child and woman’s 

nutrition and development in every household. 

 

 

 

http://www.sgpgi.ac.in/
http://www.sgpgi.ac.in/
http://www.sgpgi.ac.in/
https://www.aiims.edu/en.html
https://www.aiims.edu/en.html
https://www.aiims.edu/en.html
https://www.mamc.ac.in/
https://www.mamc.ac.in/
https://www.cmch-vellore.edu/
https://www.cmch-vellore.edu/
http://madrasmedicalmission.org/
http://madrasmedicalmission.org/
http://www.cdfd.org.in/
http://www.cdfd.org.in/
http://www.cdfd.org.in/
https://www.cmch-vellore.edu/
https://www.cmch-vellore.edu/
http://www.niih.org.in/
http://www.niih.org.in/
http://lhmc-hosp.gov.in/
https://www.nims.edu.in/
https://www.nims.edu.in/
https://www.aiimsjodhpur.edu.in/
https://www.aiimsjodhpur.edu.in/
https://nrsmc.edu.in/
https://nrsmc.edu.in/
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Education 

 

SATHI – IIT Kharagpur 

Indian Institutes of Technology (IIT) Kharagpur has 

been selected for setting up a Sophisticated Analytical 

and Technical Help Institute (SATHI), a Department of 

Science and Technology (DST) initiative of Centre. 

Centre has allotted an amount of Rs.125 crore over a 

period of financial years (starting from 2019-20) for the 

purpose. 

About SATHI 

Objective: SATHI is a state-of-the-art, professionally 

managed science and technology infrastructure facility. 

Its primary objective will be to extend help to academic 

institutes in neighbouring regions. As per Department of 

Science and Technology mandate, the SATHI Centre 

will run 24×7 round the year. At least 70% of instrument 

use time will be reserved for external users from other 

start-ups, entrepreneurs, academic institutes, industry 

and national laboratories. Facility would involve highest 

level of expertise of IIT KGP in several key 

convergence domains of science and technology like 

structural and safety engineering, medical sciences, soft 

materials, advanced communication, nano technology 

and quantum photonics. 

SATHI- IIT-Kharagpur 

SATHI Centre at IIT Kharagpur would aim towards 

becoming a national centre of excellence, catering to the 

scientific need of the country. IIT Delhi has also been 

chosen for the DST initiative. IIT-KGP has already 

identified the requisite physical infrastructure for setting 

up this facility and is expected to start the activities for 

centre soon. 

IIT-KGP will treat SATHI Centre as its Social 

Scientific Responsibility (SSR) programme for 

promoting culture of science-based entrepreneurship 

and start-ups in the country. Under the initiative 

Research establishments and industries, particularly 

start-ups and manufacturing units, will also be able to 

use sophisticated instruments in a few select areas. 

 

Institutions of Eminence 

Union Ministry of Human Resource Development 

(HRD) have issued orders to 5 public Universities 

namely, IIT Madras, Banaras Hindu University, IIT 

Kharagpur, University of Delhi and University of 

Hyderabad conveying their declaration as Institutions of 

Eminence (IoE). 

Key Highlights 

HRD Ministry has taken the steps on advice of 

University Grants Commission (UGC) and Empowered 

Expert Committee to implement the Institutions of 

Eminence (IoEs) scheme.  

Private Universities: In addition to above mentioned 5 

public Universities, HRD Ministry also issued Letters of 

Intent (LoI) to 5 Private Universities namely, Amrita 

Viswavidyapeetham (Tamil Nadu), Vellore Institute of 

Technology (Tamil Nadu), Jamia Hamdard (New 

Delhi), Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology 

(Odisha) and Bharti Institute, Satya Bharti Foundation 

(Mohali) for accepting and sending their preparedness 

for being declared as Institutions of Eminence (IoE). 

These institutions will be required to submit their 

readiness for starting academic operations as IoEs. 

IoE Deemed Universities: Also in respect of 2 more 

Universities, O.P Jindal University (Haryana) and Shiv 

Nadar University (Uttar Pradesh), letters were issued to 

State Government to pass legislation in State Assembly 

to cease the status of these Universities as Private 

Universities under State and so as to enable them to be 

considered as IoE Deemed Universities. 

In regard to State Universities, namely Anna 

University (Tamil Nadu) and Jadavpur University (West 

Bengal)- were also selected by State Governments and 

Empowered Committee. They have been asked to 

indicate their commitment towards their contribution 

under IoE scheme. 

About Institutions of Eminence scheme 

It has been launched in order to implement commitment 

of Union Government to empower Higher Educational 

Institutions (HEIs) and to help them become world class 

teaching and research institutions, as announced by 

Union Finance Minister Late Arun Jaitely in his budget 

speech of 2016. Under the scheme 10 public and 10 

private institutions are to be identified to emerge as 

world-class Teaching and Research Institutions. 

Accordingly, University Grants Commission (UGC) 

has notified guidelines UGC (Declaration of 

Government Educational Institutions as Institutions 

of Eminence) Guidelines, 2017 for public institutions 

and UGC (Institutions of Eminence Deemed to be 

Universities) Regulations, 2017 for private institutions 
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on 7 September 2017 to provide regulatory structure for 

enabling HEIs to become world-class teaching and 

research institutions. This will increase the affordability 

of access to high quality education for ordinary Indians. 

As of August 2019, the ten public institutes selected 

are:  

Name Status  

Banaras Hindu University Declared 

Indian Institute of Science Declared 

Indian Institute of Technology Bombay Declared 

Indian Institute of Technology Delhi Declared 

Indian Institute of Technology Kharagpur Declared 

Indian Institute of Technology Madras Declared 

University of Delhi Declared 

University of Hyderabad Declared 

Anna University Under consideration 

Jadavpur University Under consideration 

The ten private institutes are: 

Name Status  

Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham Given Letter of Intent 

BITS Pilani Given Letter of Intent 

Jamia Hamdard Given Letter of Intent 

Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology Given Letter of Intent 

Manipal Academy of Higher Education Given Letter of Intent 

O. P. Jindal Global University Given Letter of Intent 

Bharti University (sponsored by Bharti Foundation) Given Letter of Intent, greenfield 

Jio Institute (sponsored by Reliance Foundation) Given Letter of Intent, greenfield 

Shiv Nadar University Recommended 

Vellore Institute of Technology  Recommended 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Banaras_Hindu_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Institute_of_Science
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Institute_of_Technology_Bombay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Institute_of_Technology_Delhi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Institute_of_Technology_Kharagpur
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Institute_of_Technology_Madras
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Delhi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Hyderabad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anna_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jadavpur_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amrita_Vishwa_Vidyapeetham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BITS_Pilani
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jamia_Hamdard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kalinga_Institute_of_Industrial_Technology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manipal_Academy_of_Higher_Education
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/O._P._Jindal_Global_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bharti_Foundation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reliance_Foundation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shiv_Nadar_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vellore_Institute_of_Technology
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Jeevan Kaushal 

Union Minister of State for Human Resource 

Development Sanjay Dhotre launched the Curriculum 

for Life Skills or Jeevan Kaushal designed by 

University Grants Commission (UGC) in New Delhi. 

About Curriculum for Life Skills (Jeevan Kaushal) 

Curriculum for Life Skills (Jeevan Kaushal) encourages 

development of life skills in every individual as an 

essential part of wholesome learning. Importance of this 

new curriculum initiative of UGC on life skills is that 

this will lead to improvement in collective efficiency of 

country’s young population. It addresses the problem of 

prevalent obsession with earning marks in different 

examinations. This current examination-driven 

education encourages narrow and selective reading and 

rote learning, which ultimately leads to deficit in actual 

learning. In real life, one also needs to be skilled for 

coping with diverse situations that one may encounter 

in life.  

Union Minister of state for Skill Development and 

Entrepreneurship (MSDE) Mahendra Nath Pandey laid 

the foundation stone for Indian Institute of Skills (IIS) 

at Mumbai, Maharashtra. 

Union Cabinet had given its nod to set up Indian 

Institute of Skills (IISs) in 3 cities namely, Mumbai, 

Ahmedabad and Kanpur to give wings to the Skill India 

Mission. These institutes will be constructed and 

operated on a Public-Private Partnership (PPP) model 

and on a not-for-profit basis. 

About Indian Institute of Skills (IIS) 

IIS Objective: To provide skill training in highly-

specialised areas to students who want to pursue 

technical education after completing Class X and XII 

and also to make them employable and industry ready 

for New India and global market. 

IIS seeks to ensure that 5,000 trainees will be passing 

out every year with 70% placement opportunities. As 

per MSDE, the IIS will be a tertiary care institute in 

skills ecosystem that will offer best of required courses 

in emerging and high demand areas such as deep 

technology, aerospace, among others. IIS will be on the 

lines of the IITs and IIMs. 

 

HRD ministry launches waste Management 

Summit for Women Entrepreneurs 

Union Human Resource Development (HRD) Minister 

Dr. Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ launched multiple new 

initiatives of All India Council for Technical Education 

(AICTE) in New Delhi on 18 September 2019. This 

includes Waste Management Accelerator for Aspiring 

Women Entrepreneurs (WAWE Summit 2019), 

Facilitation through Margadarshan and 

Margadarshak, Model Curriculum for Diploma 

Courses, and 360-degree Feedback of Faculty. These 

schemes are launched to improve quality of education 

and will further contribute in creating New India. 

Key Highlights 

Under Facilitation through Margadarshan and 

Margadarshak initiative: the topmost institutions will 

mentor other institutions, so that they can improve their 

rankings and follow best practices of the mentor 

institute. The Margdarshak (teachers) will also be 

guiding other institutions for their betterment and will 

help in improving ratings under the mentorship of 

eminent institutes. 

For India to be at top in World rankings, the path to be 

followed includes taking technical education to top in 

world. It is necessary to create new courses to prepare 

students for better understanding in this competitive age 

and, Model Curriculum for Diploma Courses is an 

effort in this direction. The 360 degree feedback of 

faculty scheme will increase quality of education by 

encouraging both students and teachers. 

About WAWE Summit 2019 

The WAWE (Waste Management Accelerators for 

Aspire Women Entrepreneurs) summit is scheduled to 

be held in November-December 2019. 

It will be jointly organised by All India Council for 

Technical Education (AICTE) and Indian Institute of 

Waste Management (IIWM) at Jaipur, Rajasthan. IIWM 

and AICTE will be registering interested participation 

and guiding them to connect from ‘Start Up India to 

Stand Up India’. 

Theme: Make your own bag– empowering women to 

take up income generation activity and entrepreneurship 

in waste management by making a business out of this 

record creating concept. 

This conclave will be the largest gathering of young 

women students to promote entrepreneurship in waste 

management and providing alternatives to single use 

plastic carry bags. Such initiatives are important in order 

to raise technical education in country to world 

standards. It will also be part of a series of activities to 

encourage entrepreneurship amongst young graduates. 

It is a great initiative because women have skills in their 

hands and it will further empower and motivate women 
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as well as encourage entrepreneurship among 

youngsters. 

 

NITI Aayog’s School Education Quality Index 

(SEQI) 

The Government of India think tank NITI Aayog 

released the SEQI – School Education Quality Index. 

SEQI evaluates the performance of states and union 

territories in the school education sector. The report has 

categorized the states as small and large states for ease 

of comparability. The Union Territories are categorized 

separately. 

Key findings of the report 

Between 2015 – 16 and 2016 – 17, 18 of the 20 large 

states have improved in overall performance. The 

highest incremental performance was recorded in 

Kerala. Kerala had a score of 77.6% in 2015 –16. It has 

increased to 82.2% in 2016 – 17. The other states that 

have shown incremental performance following Kerala 

were Tamil Nadu, Haryana, Gujarat and Himachal 

Pradesh. Of all the large states, Rajasthan made a 

quantum jump by scoring 8% more than the previous 

score. Karnataka and Uttarakhand declined in overall 

performance. Among the small states, the incremental 

performance was shown by Tripura, Manipur, 

Meghalaya, Nagaland and Goa. The scores declined in 

Mizoram, Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim.  

About SEQI 

The SEQI was conceptualized by MHRD and NITI 

Aayog. The index is divided into 2 categories Outcomes 

– It includes learning, infrastructure and facility, access 

and equity Governance processes and structural reforms 

Apart from SEQI, NITI Aayog also release heath index 

and composite water management index annually. They 

were first launched in 2018. 

 

Union Minister of State for Human Resource 

Development Sanjay Dhotre launched the Curriculum 

for Life Skills or Jeevan Kaushal designed by 

University Grants Commission (UGC) in New Delhi. 

About Curriculum for Life Skills (Jeevan Kaushal) 

Curriculum for Life Skills (Jeevan Kaushal) encourages 

development of life skills in every individual as an 

essential part of wholesome learning. Importance of this 

new curriculum initiative of UGC on life skills is that 

this will lead to improvement in collective efficiency of 

country’s young population. It addresses the problem of 

prevalent obsession with earning marks in different 

examinations. This current examination-driven 

education encourages narrow and selective reading and 

rote learning, which ultimately leads to deficit in actual 

learning. In real life, one also needs to be skilled for 

coping with diverse situations that one may encounter 

in life. 

HRD introduces AI at school level 

Union Ministry of Human Resource and Development 

has prepared a module to introduce study of Artificial 

Intelligence (AI) at the school level. The announcement 

for the initiative was made by Union Human Resource 

and Development Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishak 

while addressing Central Board of Secondary 

Education’s Teachers Awards 2018-19. During the 

event, 34 teachers were felicitated for their outstanding 

and innovative contribution in field of teaching. 

Other three initiatives announced by HRD Ministry- 

1. CBSE’s Calendar of Activity 

2. Ten manuals for schools, teachers and students 

3. Vidya Daan: It is a unique initiative in which a 

repository of content is prepared by teachers by 

uploading study materials for students of class 6th-10th 

on an on-line platform called Diksha App. 

20 Nationals Centres of Excellence 

Union Ministry of Sports will set up 20 National Centres 

of Excellence (NCE) to groom athletes for 2024 Paris 

and 2028 Los Angeles Olympics. This is the first-of-its-

kind move, with top-of-the-line coaches will be training 

athletes in developmental group keeping upcoming 

Olympics in mind. As per Union Minister for Youth 

Affairs and Sports Kiren Rijiju, the standardising 

training on campuses will enable athletes to attain much 

higher performances in their respective sport. 

20 Sports Authority of India (SAI) facilities that have 

been identified as National Centers of Excellence are in- 

Chandigarh, Lucknow, Trivandrum, Kolkata, 

Bengaluru, Imphal, Bhopal, Patiala, Guwahati, Sonepat, 

Mumbai and Gandhinagar, Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium, 

Indira Gandhi Stadium, Major Dhyan Chand National 

Stadium, Dr. Karni Singh Shooting Range, Dr. Shyama 

Prasad Mookherjee Swimming Pool Complex, all in 

Delhi, National Water Sports Academy (Khelo India), 

Alleppey, National Boxing Academy (Khelo India), 

Rohtak, National Wrestling Academy (Khelo India), 

Aurangabad.
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Initiatives 

 

1st Garbage Café 

India’s first ‘Garbage Café’ will soon be opened in 

Ambikapur city in north Chhattisgarh. It is initiative of 

Ambikapur municipal corporation. It aims to make 

Ambikar city plastic-free. 

India’s first ‘Garbage Café 

In this unique Café, poor people and rag pickers will get 

free food in exchange for one kilogram of plastic. 

Besides they will also provided with breakfast in return 

for exchanging half a kilogram of plastic brought to the 

cafe. The collected garbage through this café will be 

sold at Solid Liquid Resources Management Centre. It 

will be further be turned into granules and will then be 

used in the construction of roads in the city. 

Ambikapur City and Waste management 

It is Chhattisgarh’s first dustbin-free city. It has efficient 

solid waste management system. It has been hailed as 

second cleanest city in the country in Swachhata 

rankings after Indore. It also has road made with plastic 

granules and asphalt. 1st such road in Chattisgarh was 

made in the city by mixing eight lakh plastic bags. The 

road constructed by mixing plastic and asphalt is 

durable, because water does permeate through it. The 

opening of garbage cafe is another step towards the 

city’s aim to become free from plastic waste. The Self 

Help Groups (SHGs) of women are involved in door to 

door collection of waste. 

 

Mumbai – Surat AC ferry Service 

Gujarat government has given in-principle approval for 

a air-conditioned passenger ferry service between 

Hazira port in Surat and Bandra in Mumbai. The 

operations of this ferry service are likely to begin in 

November 2019. 

Mumbai-Surat AC Ferry Service 

The AC passenger ferry service will have 20 rooms and 

a capacity of 300 passengers. 

Frequency: It will operate between Hazira port in Surat 

and Bandra in Mumbai once in a week to start with. 

Eventually, its frequency will be increased in future 

depending on public response and passenger traffic. 

Timing: Initially, the cruise ship will start from Bandra 

at 7 pm on Thursday, and will arrive at Hazira (Surat) 

port at 9 am on Friday. Its return journey will begin at 6 

pm Friday from Hazira, reaching Bandra at 8 pm 

Saturday. 

Other Developments– 

Ro-Ro passenger ferry: Gujarat government operates a 

Roll On-Roll Off (Ro-Ro) passenger cum cargo ferry 

service between Dahej (in Surat) and Ghogha (in 

Gujarat’s Bhavnagar district) under a public-private 

partnership (PPP) mode. 

Gujarat will get an early warning dissemination system 

worth Rs.45 crore for early information on cyclones 

along its 1,600-km coastline. This system will be built 

by Gujarat State Disaster Management Authority 

(GSDMA) under National Cyclone Risk Mitigation 

Project (NCRMP). NCRMP is a joint undertaking of 

World Bank and National Disaster Management 

Authority. 

 

Build for Digital India Programme 

Tech giant Google and Union Ministry of Electronics 

and IT (MeitY) launched ‘Build for Digital India’ 

programme for engineering students. Google and Meity 

have signed a statement of intent for rolling out the 

programme. 

About ‘Build for Digital India’ programme 

Objective: The programme will offer a platform to 

engineering students for developing market-ready, 

technology-based solutions that addresses key social 

problems. 

Process: Applicants will take part in online and offline 

learning opportunities on key technologies which 

includes Machine Learning (ML), Cloud and Android 

that will be offered by Google’s Developer Student Club 

network and other Google Developer networks. 

Google will also offer mentorship sessions in strategy, 

product design and technology to most promising 

products and prototypes. 

Focus Areas- 

Addressing key social problems: 
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As part of programme, engineering students across India 

will be invited to present their ideas and solutions in 

areas such as education, agriculture, healthcare, women 

safety, infrastructure, smart cities, smart mobility and 

transportation, environment, accessibility and disability 

as well as digital literacy. 

AI can help address the toughest social challenges of 

India: 

Advanced new technologies such as Machine Learning 

(ML) and artificial intelligence (AI) can help address at 

scale some of toughest social challenges that India faces 

today. 

Significance: This initiative will not only motivate 

college students across India to innovate but will also 

produce some good technology solutions for some 

major social challenges of India. It will also inspire and 

equip young engineers with technical and 

entrepreneurial skills and mentorship they need to turn 

their bright ideas into tomorrow’s breakthrough 

solutions. 

 

Glorious Diaspora – Pride of India 

A Coffee Table Book titled ‘Glorious Diaspora- Pride 

of India’ on Pravasi Bharatiya Samman awardees was 

released by Vice President of India, M. Venkaiah Naidu 

in New Delhi. 

About ‘Glorious Diaspora- Pride of India’ 

The book contains the brief profiles of recipients of 

Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Awards (PBSA) from 

2003 to 2019. It has been brought out by Indian 

Diaspora Club. 

It includes inspiring profile of Distinguished Overseas 

Indians who have made their indelible mark in various 

fields. 

About Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award 

PBSA was first launched in 2003. It is the highest 

honour conferred upon by the Indian Government to 

overseas Indian. Since its launch, many deserving 

people of Indian origin from across the world have been 

honoured, which includes politicians, economists, 

scientists, artists and business leaders from around the 

world. The PBSA is conferred every year on January 9, 

which is celebrated as Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD). 

It was chosen as the day since it was on 9 January 1915, 

Mahatma Gandhi (greatest Pravasi) returned to India 

from South Africa and led India’s freedom struggle 

thereafter. 

PBSA is conferred by President of India as part of 

Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) Convention. It is 

conferred on a Non-Resident Indian (NRIs), Person of 

Indian Origin (PIOs) or an institution/organization 

established and run by NRIs or PIOs, who have made a 

significant contribution in any one of following ways  

• Supporting India’s causes and concerns in a tangible 

way 

• Social as well as humanitarian causes in India or 

abroad 

• For promoting a better understanding of India abroad 

• Building closer links between India, overseas Indian 

community and their country of residence 

• Philanthropic and charitable work 

• Welfare of local Indian community 

While convention was held on an annual basis till 2014, 

it is being organized once in 2 years from 2015. 

 

Swachh Mahotsav 2019 held at New Delhi 

Swachh Mahotsav 2019 was held at Vigyan Bhavan in 

New Delhi on 6 September 2019. The function was 

organised by Union Ministry of Jal Shakti. On this 

occasion, President of India Ram Nath Kovind 

presented the Swachh Bharat Awards in various 

categories for outstanding contribution to Swachh 

Bharat Mission. 

Key Highlights 

On the occasion of Swachh Mahotsav 2019, Union 

Minister of Jal Shakti Gajendra Singh Shekhawat 

formally released ‘Swachh Bharat Mission’s Book on 

Behavior Change Communication’. The book was 

received by President Ram Nath Kovind. 

President Kovind described cleanliness as pathway to 

success and highlighted that construction of toilets 

across country under Swachh Bharat Mission has 

become peoples’ campaign and not just a government 

campaign and at the same time helped in maintaining 

dignity of women as well as their empowerment. 

President highlighted that cleanliness is also an essential 

condition for success of ‘Jal Jeevan Mission’ launched 

by government in 2019. 

About Swachh Bharat Awards 2019 

Best Swachh Iconic Place award: was awarded to 

Vaishno Devi Shrine Board in Jammu and Kashmir. The 

Shrine was selected on basis of overall improvement in 

sanitation.  
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Swachh Award in Swachhta Action Plan category: 

awarded to Ministry of Railways. 

Best Swachh Iconic Place award (under Railways): 

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus (CSMT) 

Mumbai 

Best railway stations: Jaipur, Jodhpur and Tirupati 

Swachhta Pakhwada Award: was given to Department 

of Defence. 

Power Grid Corporation received award in category of 

Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs) for its contribution 

to Swachh Bharat Kosh. 

Award for Open Defecation Free (ODF) and Behavior 

Change: were given to Gujarat and Sikkim 

Ganga Gram: Village Baghori in Uttarkashi 

Swachh Bharat Summer Internship: 1st prize was given 

to Ranjitha S for NCC, Bharatiya Shaheed Sainik 

School (Nainital) for NSS, and Vision Youth 

Association (Anantapuramu in Andhra Pradesh) for 

Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan (NYKS) 

 

PM Modi launched indegeniously built coach 

for Mumbai Metro 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched an 

indigenously-built metro which would be used by 

upcoming Mumbai metro network. The coach has been 

built by Bharat Earth Movers (BEML), Bengaluru. 

Key Highlights 

The metro coach built by Bharat Earth Movers (BEML) 

is the first in list of 500 coaches to be delivered to 

Mumbai Metro Rail Corporation (MMRC). It has been 

built by BEML at its Bengaluru facility in flat 75 days. 

Mumbai Metro project shows that that financial capital 

is catching up with National Capital after decades in 

modern public transport and is pumping in more than 

Rs.1.2 lakh crore to build 14 metro corridors stretching 

337-km over next decade. The new coach will enable 

commuters to travel along with their bicycles to the 

destinations, as is seen in cities of developed world. 

PM Modi also laid foundation for 3 more metro lines 

entailing a length of more than 42 km and to be built at 

an investment of over Rs.19,000 crore. 

These 3 new lines take total number of metro lines to 14 

across Mumbai metropolitan region. The new corridors 

are- 

1. 2-km Gaimukh-Shivaji Chowk (Mira Road) metro-10 

2. 8-km Wadala-CST metro-11 

3. 7-km Kalyan-Taloja metro-12 corridor 

PM Modi laid foundation for 32-storey Metro Bhavan 

at Aarey Colony, one of the two large green belts of 

megaplois (even against mounting public criticism). 

The metro headquarters will be integrated operations 

and control centre for proposed 14 metro lines in and 

around Mumbai. 

 

IR to recharge phone of passengers using Plastic 

Bottle Crushers at Stations 

Indian Railways will help recharge phones of 

passengers if they use plastic bottle crushing machines 

installed at stations. The step is in a bid to promote 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s initiative to junk single 

use plastic. In PM Modi’s 2019 Independence Day 

speech he appealed to nation to eliminate single-use 

plastic and to find alternatives to plastic water bottles on 

a priority basis. 

Key Highlights 

Railways have already issued directions regarding ban 

on use of single-use plastic on its premises starting from 

2 October 2019. A pledge will be administered by 

railways to cut use of plastic on October 2. Indian 

Railways will be installing 400 bottle-crushing 

machines at selected stations, in which passengers 

wanting to use the feature will simply have to key in 

their phone number into machine and their phone will 

be recharged but the details of recharge will not be 

known immediately. 

Steps Taken by Railways to curb Plastic Menace: 

At present 160 bottle-crushing machines are available at 

128 stations. Plastic bottle shredders have been installed 

at Secunderabad railway station Also, instructions have 

been given to railway staff for collecting all the used 

plastic bottles at railway stations and send them for 

recycling. Railway ministry had already issued 

instructions to all vendors and staff across its network 

and premises to use reusable bags so as to reduce plastic 

footprint. The South Western Railway zone is also in 

talks with some artisans from Karnataka to supply 

‘kulhads’ for serving tea on trains, instead of plastic 

cups. Therefore, the initiative to shift towards plastic-

free operations will financially help artisans and farmers 

as demand for their items or products will increase. 
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Skill India gets its first Batch of IES officers to 

ISDS cadre 

The first batch of newest central government services, 

‘Indian Skill Development Services’ (ISDS) 

commenced their training program at Administrative 

Training Institute (ATI), Mysuru, Karnataka. This is the 

first batch which is joining ISDS cadre from Indian 

Engineering Service (IES) Examination conducted by 

UPSC (Union Public Service Commission). 

As this is the 1st batch of young minds from IES to be 

included in Union Ministry of Skill Development and 

Entrepreneurship (MSDE), the aim behind it is to attract 

young and talented administrators towards 

institutionalizing Skill Development environment in 

country. 

The new service will give a new impetus to central 

government’s skilling initiative by significantly 

improving efficiency and effective implementation of 

various schemes. In coming years MSDE will be able to 

create a workforce of trained skill administrators who 

will further enable ministry to achieve the set goals of 

the Skill India Mission. 

About Indian Skill Development Services 

It is the newest central government services and has 263 

all India posts. This service has been specially created 

for Training Directorate of Union Ministry of Skill 

Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE). The ISDS 

service caters to highly specific task of skill 

development and thus is a unique combination of skills, 

technology, management and public service. It is a 

Group ‘A’ service and the cadre comprises of 3 posts at 

Senior Administrative Grade, 28 posts at Junior 

Administrative Grade, 120 posts at Senior Time Scale 

and 112 posts at Junior Time Scale. 

 

Memorial Pillar for Polish refugees unveiled in 

Kolhapur 

A commemorative pillar in memory of Polish families 

and individuals who had made India their home during 

World War II was unveiled at Valivade village in 

western Kolhapur district of Maharashtra. Around 5,000 

refugees from Poland lived in Kolhapur’s Valivade 

village between 1942 and 1948. 

The Memorial pillar was unveiled by Deputy Foreign 

Minister of Polish Republic Marcin Przydacz, Polish 

Ambassador to India Adam Burakowski and Guardian 

Minister of Kolhapur Chandrakant Patil. 

 

Key Highlights 

A delegation from Poland, including 12 of the surviving 

polish refugees, arrived in Kolhapur for 

commemoration of 80th anniversary of their stay in 

India. A permanent museum dedicated to memory of 

5,000 Polish people who lived in Valivade camp will be 

built in next one year. The museum would contain 

photographs, paintings & other important items and 

materials from #WWII era, to keep memories of past 

alive for next generations. With the cooperation and 

affection of citizens of Kolhapur, Valivade could soon 

be transformed into a ‘mini Poland’, with its own 

church, schools and even a cinema. 

History 

During the Second World War, Poland was caught 

between Adolf Hitler’s Germany and Josef Stalin’s 

Russia. Poland was dismembered by 1939 Nazi-Soviet 

Union pact or ‘the Devil’s Alliance’, with cream of 

Poland’s officer corps, which included several members 

of country’s intelligentsia, massacred by NKVD (or the 

Soviet secret police) in Katyn Forest in 1940. This in 

turn led to a stream of refugees who initially endured the 

living hell of Soviet camps to make their way to 

Valivade village in Kolhapur district, 235 km from 

Pune. 

 

Kalyana Karnataka 

After completing the official procedure for renaming 

Hyderabad Karnataka region Chief Minister of 

Karnataka B.S. Yediyurappa made the official 

proclamation to rename the region as Kalyana 

Karnataka. The Hyderabad Karnataka region comprises 

six north-eastern districts of Karnataka: Bidar, 

Kalaburagi, Koppal, Ballari, Yadgir and Raichur. 

The announcement was made by CM ahead of hosting 

of national flag in Kalaburagi on occasion of 

commemoration of ‘Hyderabad-Karnataka 

Liberation Day’. All other formalities relating to 

renaming would follow in consultation with Centre. 

Key Highlights 

The name ‘Kalya’ (in ‘Kalyana Karnataka’) comes from 

Kingdom of Kalyana, which was the epicenter of 

Sharana movement and Vachana Sahitaya preached and 

followed by several social reformers, including 

Basvanna. 

The renaming of Hyderabad-Karnataka as Kalyana 

Karnataka has been a long standing demand of people 

of the region. 
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CM also announced that a separate secretariat would be 

set up for the development of Kalyana Karnataka, 

through which funds would be released for 

developmental work. More funds for the all-round 

development of Kalyana Karnataka region would be 

allocated in the next budget. 

Background 

The Hyderabad-Karnataka region was under Nizams of 

Hyderabad even after independence (1947) as the last 

Nizam, Mir Osman Ali Khan Bahadur, refused to annex 

his kingdom to Indian Union. Then on 17 September 

1948 he merged with Indian Union after Police Action 

which forced the Nizam and his army to surrender. 

Owing to its backwardness, the region, comprising of 

Bidar, Kalaburagi, Koppal, Ballari, Yadgir and Raichur 

enjoys special status under Article 371J of Constitution 

of India. 

 

 

 

MIS for Accessible India Campaign 

Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment 

Thaawar chand Gehlot launched a Management 

Information System (MIS) under Accessible India 

Campaign in New Delhi. 

India Campaign. 

MIS portal will bring all the nodal ministries and States 

and Union Territories (UTs) on a single platform for 

monitoring the progress being made against each target 

of Accessible India Campaign (AIC). 

The portal is made fully accessible for Divyangjans. It 

will be useful in maintaining all the function on digital 

platform and capture data on a real-time basis. Also, the 

monitoring of places being made accessible will become 

more effective as the portal has a provision of uploading 

images of such features. 

 

About Accessible India Campaign 

Accessible India Campaign also known as Sugamya 

Bharat Abhiyan, was launched by PM Modi on 3 

December 2015, on the occasion of International Day 

of People with Disabilities (PwD). It was launched as a 

nation-wide campaign for achieving universal 

accessibility for PwDs. The campaign aims to serve 

PwDs in country and create an accessible physical 

environment that benefits everyone, not just PwDs. 

Several measures undertaken under programme 

includes- eliminating obstacles and barriers in 

indoor/outdoor facilities such as schools, medical 

facilities, workplaces and transport system. The 

programme also covers places like footpaths, curb cuts 

and other obstacles that block the flow of regular 

pedestrian traffic. 

 

 

Home Minister launches ERSS, E-Beat Book 

System and E-Saathi App 

Union Minister for Home Affairs Amit Shah launched 

three citizen centric services of Chandigarh Police, in 

Chandigarh. The services launched include- Emergency 

Response Support System (ERSS – Dial 112), ‘EBeat 

Book’ System and ‘E-Saathi App’. Home Minister 

observed that the beat officer system has been 

cornerstone of Indian Policing system for ages and by 

such Citizen Centric Services in Policing, a SMART 

Police force can be built in India. He congratulated 

Chandigarh Police to have taken a lead in introducing 

such Citizen Centric Services in Policing. 

These valuable public services would effectively reduce 

response time of police to address distress calls of public 

as well as strengthen police-public interface endeavour 

of community policing. 

About Emergency Response Support System (ERSS 

– Dial 112) 

ERSS is one of the key projects of Union Ministry of 

Home Affairs (MHA) under Nirbhaya Fund. It has been 

designed to play a pivotal role in mitigation/preventing 

escalation of crime, predominantly against women and 

children. 

ERSS service provides- 

Single emergency number ‘112’: Citizens can send their 

emergency information via call, SMS, email as well as 

through 112 India mobile app. Computer aided dispatch 

of field resources to location of distress. 
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‘Dial 112’ emergency response service is an initiative 

to strengthen proactive community policing that would 

end confusion amongst distress callers, who at times end 

up dialing 100 (for police related services) in case of 

fire/medical emergency cases, therefore, after starting 

this service, public will not face these problems. 

In future, Emergency Number for Road Accidents 

(1073),Women Helpline (1091, 181), Child Help Line 

(1098), including other Helpline services would be 

added under 112 unified emergency response number. 

About ‘E-Beat Book’ System 

It is a web and mobile based application which will ease 

collection, updation and analysis of information related 

to crime and criminals in real time basis. E-Beat Book 

would be linked with Crime and Criminal Tracking 

Network & Systems (CCTNS), which would help in a 

real time updation of crime/criminal data. 

At present, Chandigarh has been divided in 54 divisions 

and in each division, there is one ‘Atal Sehbhagita 

Kendra’ that is under supervision of a Beat Officer, 

having an Android Phone to use app. The citizen can 

directly approach ‘Atal Sehbhagita Kendra’ for 

redressal of their grievances and can render their 

suggestions too. 

About ‘E-Saathi’ App 

It would help general public, including senior citizens, 

to remain in touch with police and also give suggestions 

to facilitate participative community policing: ‘Your 

Police at Your Doorstep’ initiative. The beat officer 

would be able to provide services such as servant 

verification, character certification, passport 

verification, tenant verification etc. at a click of a button 

through app, without the people needing to visit police 

station. 

With this initiative, on one hand, where beat officer 

would become more efficient in their work, this would 

make police-people communication a two-way process, 

on the other. 

 

National Intelligence Grid (NATGRID) to be 

ready by January 

The work on National Intelligence Grid (NATGRID) set 

up to track any terror suspect and prevent terrorist 

attacks with real time data, has been accelerated. This 

move comes after Union Home Minister Amit Shah 

recently reviewed the progress of NATGRID project. In 

all probability, NATGRID will start functioning by 

January 2020. 

What is National Intelligence Grid (NATGRID)? 

It is a robust intelligence gathering mechanism related 

to banking, immigration, individual tax payers, air and 

train travels. The project is worth Rs.3400 crore and was 

conceptualised following 26/11 Mumbai terror attacks. 

NATGRID will have data related to all immigration 

entry and exit, air flyers, credit card purchases, banking 

and financial transactions, individual tax payers, 

telecom, and train travelers among others to generate 

intelligence inputs. 

The data recovery centre of the NATGRID has been 

constructed in Bengaluru, Karnataka and its 

headquarters is nearing completion in Delhi. 

Phase I: In 1st phase, 10 user agencies and 21 service 

providers will be connected with NATGRID. In later 

stages 950 organisations and then another 1,000 

organisations will be connected with it. 

10 agencies which will be able to access NATGRID 

data on real time basis are: 

1. Intelligence Bureau (IB) 

2. Research & Analysis Wing (R&AW) 

3. Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) 

4. Enforcement Directorate (ED) 

5. Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) 

6. Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU) 

7. Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) 

8. Central Board of Excise and Customs (CBEC) 

9. Directorate General of Central Excise and 

Intelligence (DGCEI) 

10. Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) 

Initially, no state agencies will be given direct access to 

NATGRID data but in case any relevant information is 

required, they can approach NATGRID through any of 

10 user agencies. NATGRID can also have readily 

available data on banking transactions and immigration 

as both sectors are equipped with real time mechanism. 

Background 

In the wake of 2008 Mumbai terror attacks, the lack of 

real time data and information was considered to be one 

of the major hurdles in detecting U.S. terror suspect 

David Headley’s movement across India during his 

multiple visits between 2006 and 2009. He was main 

individual who had provided key information and 
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videos of terror targets to Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-

Taiba, which carried out attacks that claimed 166 lives. 

Thereby on 8 April 2010, the Cabinet Committee on 

Security had given approval to NATGRID project but 

its work slowed down after 2012. On June 2016, Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi had held a review meeting on 

the NATGRID and this is when the then Union Home 

Secretary Rajiv Mehrishi gave a detailed presentation 

on ambitious project and the project was again taken up 

to complete. 

 

Howdy Modi 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi played host to United 

States President Donald Trump at NRG Stadium in 

Houston, Texas, for an Indian-American rally dubbed 

the ‘Howdy Modi: Shared Dreams, Bright Futures’. 

The mega ‘Howdy, Modi’ gala event saw around 50,000 

Indian-Americans in attendance. Before this event, no 

US President has ever addressed a community event 

along with an Indian Prime Minister. 

Key Highlights of ‘Howdy Modi event’ 

The event highlighted the sharp shift in Indian 

diplomacy and new levels of India-US bilateral 

relations. It also sent out a very strong message- that US-

led by Donald Trump is standing firmly with India in its 

fight against terrorism. 

PM Modi and Trump went way out of way to show their 

unparalleled camaraderie. The event showcased 

heightened friendship and warmth between India and 

leader of one of the most powerful nations in world. 

It also showed how US is interested in exploring new 

avenues of cooperation with India. 

Why Texas? As part of the event, PM Modi addressed 

50,000 Indian-Americans in Houston, which is 

reportedly the largest gathering ever for a foreign leader 

visiting US. As per Pew Research Center analysis of US 

Census data, the US is home to nearly 4 million Indian-

Americans, including about 300,000 in Houston and 

nearby Dallas. 

Organizer: The event is being organised by Texas 

India Forum (TIF), Inc, which is a non-profit 

organisation that brings together Indian-American 

institutions and organisations in order to promote 

collaboration within region and develop opportunities 

for engagement with India. The event has been 

organised with the help of over 1,000 volunteers and 

650 Texas-based Welcome Partner organisations. 

 

Krishi Kisan Mobile App 

Union Minister for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare 

Narendra Singh Tomar launched ‘Krishi Kisan’ mobile 

app to help farmers take benefit of field demonstration 

of new farm technologies, seed hubs as well as weather 

advisories. The Minister urged farmer to utilize these 

services for betterment of their cultivation methods and 

thereby ensuring higher agricultural productivity. 

About Krishi Kisan App 

It will provide farmers the information of best 

demonstration of high-yielding crops and seeds in their 

nearby vicinity. The mobile app is free of cost and can 

be downloaded from Google Playstore. The Farmers can 

then login and get details of nearest crop demonstration 

fields, which the government does to showcase new 

technologies and visit them. 

The ‘Krishi Kisan’ platform can be utilized by any 

farmer with high quality of crops to demonstrate best 

practices of cultivation to other farmers so that this will 

help other farmers also to adopt these methods. Besides 

providing demonstration of high-yielding variety 

(HYV) of crops and seeds the App will also help in geo-

fencing and geo-tagging of crop. In the Krishi Kisan 

app the government has geo-tagged crop demo fields 

and seed hubs not only to track their performance but 

also help farmers to take benefits. The government is 

also distributing seed mini-kits to farmers for 

multiplication and since now that they are geo-tagged, 

the government can track whether mini-kits are being 

used. The app will also give weather forecast message 

to farmers. Through app, the government will also 

provide farm level weather advisory on a pilot basis in 

following four districts- 

• Bhopal (Madhya Pradesh) 

• Varanasi (Uttar Pradesh) 

• Rajkot (Gujarat) 

• Nanded (Maharasthra) 

 

Midnapore becomes 5000th Wi-Fi enabled 

railway station 

The Midnapore railway station has become the 5,000th 

railway station to be Wi – Fi enabled. According to 

RailTel, Rail Wire Wi – Fi is the biggest public Wi Fi in 

the world. 
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About Rail Wire Wi – Fi 

Rail Wire is an initiative by RailTel under the Indian 

Railways. It is a joint venture with MSOs offering 

multimedia access, voice and video. 

In a span of 44 months, around 5,000 stations have 

received Wi – Fi facility. The first station to avail this 

facility was the Mumbai Central Station in January 

2016. 

Rail Tel 

It is a Mini – Ratna Public Sector Undertaking that owns 

the Pan – India optic fiber network. The Optic Fiber 

Cable (OFC) system was first proposed by the Railway 

reform committee, 1983. Mini Ratna are the the Public 

Sector Undertakings that has earned a profit of Rs 30 

crore in the last three years. Rail Tel was established in 

2000 as a PSU under the Indian Railways. RailTel 

provides free Wi Fi access at the station in collaboration 

with Google. In 2016, Google announced public Wi Fi 

initiative called Google Station. It plans to spread the 

initiatives to locations like malls and cafes as well. 

Along with Google, Tata Trust was also roped in to 

provide Wi Fi at B,C,D and E category stations as well. 

 

PIO cards to continue as valid travel document 

upto March 2020 

The Persons of Indian Origin (PIO) cards along with 

valid foreign passport will be considered for exit or 

entry into India till 31 March 2020. Government of India 

had earlier advised all PIO card holders to convert their 

cards to Overseas Citizenship of India (OCI) cards by 

30 September 2019. 

Key Highlights 

The Indian Consulate in Dubai, United Arab Emirates 

(UAE) stated that as per the latest advisory issued by 

Government of India- 

The Bureau of Immigration (BoI) will now accept 

Persons of Indian Origin (PIO) cards as valid travel 

document till 31 March 2020 along with valid foreign 

passport The Indian Immigration Check Post(s) will 

continue to consider all PIO cards valid for exit/entry 

into India till 31 March 2020 

The advisory also stated that all the valid PIO 

cardholders as on 9 January 2015 are requested to apply 

for conversion of PIO card to OCI card as per guidelines 

at the earliest. 

Condition: However, this extension of time-line is 

subject to condition that if in the meantime any deadline 

is notified by International Civil Aviation Organization 

(ICAO) thereby making hand written PIO cards invalid, 

then PIO cardholders may have to obtain appropriate 

visa from Indian Missions or Posts abroad. 

What is ‘Persons of Indian Origin Card (PIO Card)? 

Overseas Indians also known as Non-resident Indians 

(NRIs) or Persons of Indian Origin (PIOs) are people of 

Indian birth/descent/origin who live outside Republic of 

India. PIO card was a form of identification issued to 

PIOs who held a passport in a foreign country other than 

following countries- Pakistan, Iran, Afghanistan, 

Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, China and Sri Lanka. 

Thereby the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2003, 

made provision for acquisition of Overseas Citizenship 

of India (OCI) by Person of Indian Origin (PIOs) of 16 

specified countries other than Pakistan and Bangladesh 
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Automatic Exchange of Financial Account 

Information between Indi and Switzerland 

Automatic Exchange of Information (AEOI) Regime 

between Switzerland and India kicked off from 

September 1, 2019. Under this mechanism, India will 

start receiving information on all financial accounts held 

by Indian residents in Switzerland, for the year 2018. 

Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has hailed this 

move as a significant step in the government’s fight 

against black money and end of “Swiss bank secrecy” 

era. 

About Automatic Exchange of Information (AEOI) 

It is the exchange of information between countries 

without having to request it. It aims to reduce global tax 

evasion. It is to be carried out under Common Reporting 

Standard (CRS).CRS is agreed global standard for it 

which has been approved by Organisation for Economic 

Co-operation and Development (OECD) in 2014. It is 

global reporting standard for such exchange of 

information, which takes care of aspects such as 

confidentiality rules and data safeguards. 

India-Switzerland AEOI: Both countries had signed 

joint declaration on the introduction of the AEOI in tax 

matters on a reciprocal basis in November 2016. Under 

it- 

• Both countries intend to start collecting data in 

accordance with global AEOI standard in 2018 and 

to exchange it from 2019 onwards. 

• Both jurisdictions will inform each other of any 

relevant developments in respect to implementation 

of OECD CRS in their respective domestic laws. 

• Each jurisdiction will confirm that it has informed 

other jurisdiction about the modalities made 

available to persons making voluntary disclosure of 

their financial assets for smooth transition to system 

of automatic exchange of information. 

Significance of AEOI 

It is likely to shed more light on wealth stashed away by 

Indians in Swiss bank accounts, for so long governed by 

strict local rules of secrecy. Through this mechanism, 

banking details of Indians with accounts in banks in 

Switzerland will be available to tax authorities (mainly 

CBDT) in India. Indian tax authorities will receive 

information in respect of all financial accounts held by 

Indian residents in Switzerland of calendar year 2018. It 

will also include details for accounts closed in 2018 will 

also be available. It should be noted that under this 

mechanism, India will not receive information on bank 

accounts prior to 2018. 

 

Credit Linked Capital Subsidy Scheme 

Union Minister for Micro, Small and Medium 

Enterprises Nitin Gadkari launched the updated Credit 

linked Capital Subsidy Scheme (CLCSS) to allow 

micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) access 

to capital. Union Minister re-Launched the Credit 

Linked Capital Subsidy (CLCS) web portal during the 

2-day workshop on ‘Credit Linked Capital Subsidy and 

Delayed Payment of MSMEs’ held at New Delhi. 

During the course of workshop Memorandum of 

Understandings (MoUs) was also signed by office of 

Development Commissioner (MSME), Ministry of 

MSME with 11 Nodal Banks. 

About Credit linked Capital Subsidy Scheme 

It provides 15% subsidy for additional investment up to 

Rrs.1cr. for technology upgradation by MSMEs in the 

specified 51 sub-sectors. Now in relaunched scheme 

there is an additional 10% subsidy to SC-ST 

entrepreneurs while special provisions have been made 

for 117 ‘aspirational’ districts, northeastern region and 

hill states. 

In February 2019, Cabinet Committee on Economic 

Affairs (CCEA) approved an outlay of Rs.2,900 crore 

for CLCSS scheme. Now, it is a demand-driven one 

without any upper limit on overall annual spending on 

subsidy disbursal. 

Significance: CLCSS scheme would be crucial in 

raising MSME contribution to gross domestic product 

(GDP) from current 29% to 50%, in addition to 

increasing exports from sector to 50% from 40% now. 

Steps taken by Government to solve long standing 

problems of MSME sector: Government will soon 

implement the recommendations of UK Sinha 

committee. It suggested Rs.5,000-crore stressed asset 

fund (SAF) for domestic MSMEs hurt by 

demonetisation, Goods and Service Tax (GST) and an 

ongoing liquidity crunch. It also suggested to make 

PAN numbers a ‘Unique Enterprise Identifiers’ for 

procurement, availing government sponsored benefits, 

and other purposes. 
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Centre appealed all stakeholders to use MSME 

Samadhan Portal so that sufficient data could be 

gathered about wilful defaulters, register themselves on 

stock exchanges. MSME ministry will soon launch 

‘Bharat Craft’, a marketing portal for marketing of 

their products. 

Ministry has already notified that all companies 

registered with Companies Act, 2013 with a turnover 

of more than Rs.500 crore and all Central Public Sector 

Enterprises (CPSEs) shall be required to get themselves 

on boarded on TReDS (Trade Receivables 

Discounting System) platform which is set up as per 

notification of Reserve Bank of India (RBI). 

Due Payments: Ministry has also notified that all 

companies who get supplies of goods or services (G&S) 

from Micro and Small Enterprises and whose payments 

to suppliers exceeds 45 days from date of acceptance of 

G&S, shall submit a half yearly (6 months) return of 

Union Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA) stating the 

amount of payments due and reason of delay. 

 

IMD World Digital Competitiveness Ranking 

2019 

The ranking measures the readiness and capacity of 63 

economies to adopt digital technologies. It gives its 

ranking based on the digital exploration skills of the 

economies for economic transformation in governance, 

business and society. 

Rankings 

US topped the list followed by Singapore in the second 

place. Sweden was ranked third followed by Denmark 

and Switzerland in the 4th and 5th places respectively. 

The other top 10 digitally most competitive economies 

include Netherlands (6th), Finland (7th), Hong Kong, 

Norway and Republic of Korea. The largest jump was 

seen in China. China moved to 22nd position from its 

30th position in 2018. 

IMD World Competitiveness 

The yearbook is published by the Swiss based 

International Institute for Management Development. 

The year book is being published since 1989. However, 

the ranking was begun in 2017. 

India 

India advanced 4 places from 48th to the 44th. The 

report mentions the following reasons for the 

improvement 

• Talent Sub factor 

• Training and Education 

• E – Participation 

The ranking says India exceeds in technological factors, 

telecommunication, IT and media stock market 

capitalization. However, India still has to focus on 

wireless broadband, internet users, etc. The largest 

improvements were experienced by Asian countries like 

India, China, Korea and Indonesia. 

How was the ranking done? 

• The World Digital Competitiveness Center prepares 

the ranking based on three factors namely 

Knowledge – The capacity of the economy to 

understand and learn new technologies 

• Competence – How well an economy competes with 

other countries to develop new digital innovations 

• Future readiness – the preparedness of the economy 

for the coming developments. 

 

Corporate Tax cuts 

Government has decided to appoint present Vice Chief 

of Air Staff Rakesh Kumar Singh Bhadauria as next 

Chief of Air Staff. He will take charge from the 

incumbent Air Chief Marshal BS Dhanoa who is set to 

retire on September 30. At present, he is the senior most 

officer in Inidan Air Force after BS Dhanoa. 
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Environment 

 

Telangana Flower Festival 

Bathukamma, the flower festival of Telangana, is being 

celebrated in state’s Warangal district. The nine-day 

long festival of flowers will be celebrated from 29 

September to 6 October 2019. Bathukamma marks the 

beginning of Sharath Ruthu and it is widely celebrated 

by young girls and women. 

About Bathukamma 

What is Bathukamma? 

The ‘Bathukammas’ are basically the cone shaped 

flower stack, at street corners and temples in the city. 

Women and young girls dances around these 

Bathukammas to shower their offerings. These 

Bathukammas’ are then later immerse in water. The 

festival is celebrated towards the end of monsoon and 

heralds the abundance that nature has to offer. The 

festival begins on day of Mahalaya Amavasya, and is 

celebrated with much fanfare for 9 days. 

Why is Bathukama Celebrated? 

This floral festival is to pray to the Goddess for health 

and achievements of each family. The word 

Bathukamma means- ‘Mother Goddess come to life’. 

The festival represents the culture and identity of people 

of Telangana and involves the worship of Maha Gauri – 

“Life Giver” in form of Gauri Devi (patron goddess of 

womanhood). 

How is it celebrated? 

Preparing a Bathukamma is a folk art and requires 

careful attention. On a brass plate, called as tambalan, 

flowers of different colours are carefully arranged in 

circular rows, one layer on top of other. The 

Bathukamma then gradually increases in size and looks 

more vibrant and colourful and is kept before family 

goddess and prayers are offered. With the onset of 

evening, women, in their best attires, put Bathukamma 

in their courtyard and encircle around it, and then sing 

songs which creates an ambience of peace and harmony. 

Before dusk, they carry it on their heads and immerse it 

in water and later they share the ‘maleeda’ (a dessert 

made with sugar and corn bread) among friends. 

 

 

 

Compost Plant is first composting plant in 

India to get Carbon Credits  from UNFCC 

The composting plant in Okhla, New Delhi has 

become the first in India to receive the carbon 

credits from the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). The 

plant has received Rs 25 lakh as an advance against 

the Carbon Emission Reduction (CER) earnings 

from this plant. 

What are carbon credits? 

Carbon credit is a generic term for any tradable 

certificate or permit representing the right to emit 

One Tonne of Carbon dioxide or the mass of 

another greenhouse gas with a carbon dioxide 

equivalent equivalent to one tonne of carbon 

dioxide. The concept of carbon credits came into 

existence as a result of increasing awareness of the 

need for controlling emissions. The mechanism 

was formalized in the Kyoto Protocol, an 

international agreement between more than 170 

countries, and the market mechanisms were agreed 

through the subsequent Marrakesh Accords. 

Carbon credit facility has been introduced with an 

aim to allow market mechanisms to drive industrial 

and commercial processes in the direction of low 

emissions or less carbon intensive approaches than 

those used when there is no cost to emitting carbon 

dioxide and other Green House Gases 

(GHGs) into the atmosphere. Since GHG 

mitigation projects generate credits, this approach 

can be used to finance carbon reduction schemes 

between trading partners and around the world. 

The carbon credits can also be traded on exchanges 

like Carbon Trade Exchange, which is like a 

stock exchange for carbon credits. If it is traded 

internationally then each transfer is validated by the 

UNFCCC. 

Exchanges trading Carbon Credits: 

Currently there are 5 exchanges trading in carbon 

allowances: 

1. The European Climate Exchange 

2. NASDAQ OMX Commodities Europe 

3. PowerNext 

4. Commodity Exchange Bratislava 

5. The European Energy Exchange 
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Three Animal Species in India extinct due to 

desertification 

According to some researchers three animal species 

namely Indian Cheetah, pink-headed duck and Great 

Indian Bustard have become extinct due to 

desertification in India. The study by researchers was 

put forth at 14th meeting of Conference of Parties to 

United Nations Convention to Combat 

Desertification (UNCCD COP 14). 

The UNCCD COP 14 meeting is being held in national 

capital from 2-13 September 2019 and is being attended 

by representatives of 196 countries with almost 5000 

participants. 

Key Findings of Study 

Researchers claimed having a database of over 5.6 

million specimens, collected from all over India and 

also from neighbouring countries before independence 

which gives a lot of information about how things have 

changed in more than 100 years. 

While speaking at UNCCD COP 14 meeting Kailash 

Chandra, Director of the Zoological Survey of India 

(ZSI), country’s apex organisation on animal taxonomy, 

stressed that-  

Immense changes are occurring because of 

deforestation and desertification and animals are the 

worst sufferers of land degradation  

Around 40% of country’s land is facing threat of 

desertification and over 30% of its land area has been 

degraded through deforestation, over-cultivation, soil 

erosion and depletion of wetlands, which is causing 

severe adversities to animals. 

Desertification not only impacts animals but the entire 

biodiversity, which includes microscopic animals to 

human beings and also the entire food chain too. 

Even though India faces a growing crisis of land 

degradation but its not only India, but the entire world 

which faces problems regarding soil aridity. 

Reason for desertification: Desertification is caused 

due to increasing use of insecticides, pesticides, 

conversion of forest land to agricultural land, industries 

and chemicals and indiscriminate development which is 

increasing adversities for the animals. But everything 

has to be regulated so that it could be minimised the 

process could be reversed. 

Species Extinctions: A minimum of 3-4 species have 

already become extinct from India (like Indian Cheetah, 

Pink-headed duck, Javan, and Sumatran rhino) is 

primarily due to land degradation and desertification in 

combination with other factors. Population of Great 

Indian Bustard, a desert bird which was earlier found in 

many states, has reduced to less than 150. Many more 

species are on verge of becoming extinct and therefore 

fall into category of critically endangered species. 

Steps taken by Governent: 

A breeding programme for GIB has been initiated by 

government. Projects initiated by Union Ministry of 

Environment Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) 

focuses on steps required to save animals from 

extinction and ensure a healthy environment for 

endangered species. Elephant project, Rhino project, 

Tiger project and other variants of this kind are in action 

to protect and preserve animal lives. There are 771 

protected areas whose land composition cannot be 

changed, which is boosting animal population. 

 

PM raises target to restore degraded land to 26 

million hectares by 2030 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi raised India’s target for 

restoring degraded land from its earlier target of 21 

million hectares (MH) to 26 million hectares (MH) by 

2030. The announcement was made by PM Modi while 

speaking at the high level segment at 14th session of 

Conference of Parties (COP) to United Nations 

Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD). 

UNCCD COP-14 is being hosted by India this time and 

as many as 196 countries, 70 environment ministers and 

over 8,000 delegates from across globe are participating 

in 12-day conference from September 2 to September 

13 being held at Greater Noida. Agenda of UN 

conference is to reverse degradation of land and fix 

critical gaps in its management. 

Key Highlights 

At the conference the participant nations are 

brainstorming on ways to tackle land desertification 

with over 120 countries setting land degradation 

neutrality target for 2030. The outcome of the 

conference i.e. ‘New Delhi Declaration’, which will lay 

down measures to combat desertification, will be 

released. 

PM Modi reiterated India’s resolve to tackle the 

problem of plastic waste and stressed upon initiatives 

for greater South-South Cooperation in addressing 

issues of climate change, biodiversity and land 

degradation. 
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He also called upon leadership of UNCCD to conceive 

global water action agenda which is central to Land 

Degradation Neutrality strategy, which has been 

defined by parties to UNCCD as ‘a state whereby the 

amount and quality of land resources, necessary to 

support ecosystem functions and services, remains 

stable or increases within specified temporal and 

spatial scales and ecosystems’. 

India will also setup a global technical support institute 

for UNCCD member countries for their capacity 

building and support regarding Land Degradation 

Neutrality. India uses remote sensing and space 

technology for multiple applications such as land 

restoration, therefore, PM announced that India could 

help friendly countries develop land restoration 

strategies through cost effective satellite technology. 

Why addressing land degradation important? When 

we address degraded lands, we also address water 

scarcity, thereby augmenting water supply, enhancing 

water recharge, slowing down water run-off and 

retaining moisture in soil are all parts of a holistic land 

and water strategy. Thus, restoring health of land is 

critical for sustainable development. 

Land desertification is the biggest environment 

challenge which the world is facing as latest data shows 

that one third (33%) of greenhouse gases (GHGs) are 

emitted from land degradation. Climate change along 

with human activities have facilitated land degradation 

which poses threat to humanity and potentially dire 

consequences and nearly 50% of people on earth are 

affected by impact of climate change and natural 

calamities. 

Significance 

Since 30% of India’s total land area has been hit by land 

degradation, therefore the country has high stakes in 

land restoration. If this target of restoring 26 million 

hectares of degraded land by 2030 is realised, it would 

be one of the biggest environmental achievements for 

the country. 

Some steps taken in the direction 

In between 2015-2017, tree cover and forest cover of 

country increased by 0.8 million hectares. Centre 

government has created Jal Shakti Ministry to recognise 

value of water in all forms. Zero liquid discharge policy 

has been imposed on many industries. 

 

 

India Nepal petroleum products pipeline 

inaugurated 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Nepal 

counterpart KP Sharma Oli jointly inaugurated South 

Asia’s first cross-border petroleum products 

pipeline from Motihari (in Bihar) in India to 

Amlekhgunj in Nepal through video conference. Both 

leaders also expressed confidence that bilateral relations 

between India and Nepal will continue to further deepen 

and expand across diverse sectors. Also regular 

exchanges at highest political levels have laid down a 

forward-looking agenda for expanding India-Nepal 

partnership. 

This important connectivity project have been early 

implemented and completed much ahead of schedule as 

the deadline was 30 months but it was readied in just 15 

months. 

About Motihari-Amlekhgunj pipeline 

It is a first-ever cross-border petroleum products 

pipeline in the South Asia region. 

Usage: 

The Motihari-Amlekhgunj petroleum products pipeline 

is a 69-kilometre pipeline with a capacity of 2 million 

metric ton (MMT) per annum. It will provide cleaner 

petroleum products at an affordable cost to people of 

Nepal. It is envisaged to put in place a mechanism for 

assured, continuous, cost effective, quality and eco-

friendly supply of petroleum products to Nepal. 

In the first phase, the pipeline will be used to supply 

diesel from India. Nepalese government has made 

necessary arrangement for Nepal Army to provide 

security to pipeline on their side of border. 

Background 

The Motihari-Amlekhgunj oil pipeline project was 1st 

proposed in 1996. However, the project finally edged 

closer to reality during PM Modi’s visit to Kathmandu 

in 2014. Then in August 2015, governments of India-

Nepal inked an agreement to execute the project but 

following the 2015 earthquake in Nepal the project 

construction was delayed and supply obstruction along 

the southern border following Madhesi agitation. In 

April 2018, the project construction works finally 

began. At present, the products are being transported 

from India to Nepal by tankers/trucks at 13 pick-up 

points (7 products and 6 LPG). 
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24th World Energy Congress 

The 24th World Energy Congress was held in Abu 

Dhabi, at the Abu Dhabi National Exhibition Centre, 

United Arab Emirates (UAE) from 9-12 September 

2019. It was held under the patronage of Sheikh Khalifa 

bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of UAE. 

About 24th World Energy Congress 

Theme of this year’s 4-day World Energy Congress: 

‘Energy for Prosperity’. This theme also represents 

ambitious and dynamic energy transition of UAE. 

Objective: To bring together international energy 

stakeholders including governments, academia and 

media, private and state corporations. The Congress 

welcomed more than 15,000 participants including 72 

Ministers, 250 high-level speakers, 500 CEOs, 1000 

media persons with 40,000 square-metre exhibition 

space that will cover entire energy spectrum. 

World Energy Congress (WEC) 

Background: The World Energy Congress is a triennial 

event and has been running since 1924. With over 150 

countries represented, WEC is world’s largest and most 

influential energy event that covers all aspects of energy 

agenda. It is a global flagship event of World Energy 

Council. It offers a unique platform for global energy 

leaders to explore new energy futures, new strategies 

and critical innovation areas. The congress enables 

dialogue amongst Ministers, CEOs, policy-makers and 

industry practitioners on critical developments in energy 

sector. 

 

Ban on Hilsa fish lifted 

Bangladesh Government will allow 500 tons of Hilsa 

fish to be exported to India prior to the eve of Durga 

Pooja. Bangladesh accounts to nearly 75% of world 

Hilsa production. The government of Bangladesh had 

imposed ban on its export to India due to its over – 

exploitation. 

About Hilsa: Hilsa is an endemic species of 

Bangladesh. It is generally referred to “King of Fish” for 

its soft texture and pleasant flavor. It is the national fish 

of Bangladesh. 

Why did Bangladesh stop export of Hilsa? 

The population of Hilsa was fast decreasing in the river 

systems of Bangladesh. This was mainly due to  

• Over exploitation, construction of dams, dumping of 

domestic and industrial wastes into water bodies. 

• The fish are also affected by the oil spills. 

• Their required amount of plankton reduced due to 

chemical pollution. 

• There are around 4 million fishermen involved in 

Hilsa fishing alone! This led to over exploitation. 

• The fish is also smuggled out of Bangladesh after the 

ban. This causes high loss of revenue for the 

government. 

Hilsa was under grave danger mainly due to over – 

consumption. Apart from reduction of its population, 

the size of the fish also began to reduce. Therefore, the 

Government of Bangladesh brought in several measures 

to save the species. The export ban was one such step. 

IUCN Status of Hilsa 

The fish received the status of “Threatened Species” 

under IUCN red list. 

Steps by Bangladesh to save Hilsa 

Bangladesh had introduced ban on catching baby Hilsa 

in 2018. It had announced strict fines on people buying 

and selling Hilsa weighing less than a pound. Even 

today in order to protect the endemic species, 

Bangladesh has prohibited Hilsa fishing in Padma and 

Meghna rivers during breeding season. 

Steps by Bengal Government to save Hilsa 

The Bengal government has a local state legislature that 

empowers the Fisheries department to fine and arrest 

people catching Baby Hilsa. 

Cultural significance 

A Bengali feast is incomplete without the Hilsa. In the 

past, Bengali families presented Hilsa (wrapped in red 

sari) to the groom’s family. It is also offered to Goddess 

Saraswati during Navarathri festival. 

Habitat 

• Hilsa unlike Salmon cannot be farmed. This is 

mainly because of their peculiar habitat through 

aquaculture. 

• The adult Hilsa swims several kilo meters upstream 

to fresh water from sea for spawning (laying eggs) 

and return back to sea. 

• The fish is abundantly present in the Sunderbans and 

in the slow flowing waters of Ganga – Brahmaputra. 

• They are usually found at the mouth of the river. 

• The fish is also found near the mouth of Godavari 

river of Andhra Pradesh. It plays a significant role in 

the recipes of Andhra as well. The people of Andhra 

offer the fish to goddess Lakshmi during Navarathri 

festival. 
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High Temperature Fuel Cell System 

The President of India Ram Nath Kovind launched the 

first Indigenous High-Temperature Fuel Cell System 

developed by Council of Scientific and Industrial 

Research (CSIR) under ‘New Millennium Indian 

Technology Leadership Initiative (NMITLI)’. The 

launched was made at Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi on 

the occasion of 78th Foundation Day CSIR. 

About High-Temperature Fuel Cell System 

The system has been developed under India’s flagship 

program ‘New Millennium Indian Technology 

Leadership Initiative (NMITLI)’. 

It has been developed by CSIR in partnership with 

Indian industries. This makes it a unique example of 

Public-Private Partnership (PPP) among CSIR’s three 

Laboratories- (CSIR-NCL, Pune; CSIR-NPL, New 

Delhi; CSIR-CECRI, Karaikudi (Chennai Center)) and 

two Indian industries namely, M/s Thermax Limited 

(Pune) and M/s Reliance Industries Limited (Mumbai). 

Function: 

The 5.0 kW fuel cell system generates power in a green 

manner. It uses methanol or bio-methane, with heat and 

water as bi-products for further use. This further 

amounts to more than 70% efficiency, which otherwise 

may not be possible by other energy sources. Fuel Cells 

developed are based on High-Temperature Proton 

Exchange Membrane (HTPEM) Technology. 

Application: 

In the field of clean energy, Fuel Cell distributed power 

generation systems are emerging as one of the most 

promising alternative to grid power. 

This development is most suitable for distributed 

stationary power applications and where highly reliable 

power is essential with simultaneous requirement for 

air-conditioning such as- for small offices, data centers, 

commercial units, etc. 

It will also meet the requirement of efficient, clean and 

reliable backup power generator for telecom towers, 

remote locations as well as strategic applications. 

Fuel Cells fit well in India’s mission of replacing diesel 

with green and alternate fuels, thus this development 

would replace Diesel Generating (DG) sets and will help 

in reducing India’s dependence on crude oil. 

 

 

Samudrayaan Project 

National Institute of Ocean Technology (NIOT) will 

launch ‘Samudrayaan project by 2021-22 to explore the 

deep sea region. It is pilot project of Union Ministry of 

Earth Sciences as part the Rs 6000 crore ‘Deep Ocean’ 

mission for deep ocean mining of rare minerals. 

 

14th UNCCD 

The 12-day 14th Conference of Parties (COP14) to UN 

Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) 

inaugurated at India Expo Centre & Mart, Greater 

Noida, Uttar Pradesh. In 2019, India being the global 

host for COP 14 will take over COP Presidency from 

China for next 2 years i.e. till 2021. 

 

Ban on Single Use Plastic 

Union Ministry of Consumer Affairs Food and Public 

Distribution has announced a blanket ban on all types 

of single use plastic products in various departments of 

Ministry and all its Public Sector Units (PSUs) 

including Food Corporation of India (FCI) starting 

from 15 September 2019. ‘Single-use plastic’ items 

that will be discontinued on a priority basis, including 

plastic cutlery, plastic bags and certain Styrofoam 

items. 

Maharashtra had banned single use plastic in June 

2018 

 

4th Indian Ocean Conference 

Fourth Indian Ocean Conference 2019 was recently held 

in Male, capital of Maldives. The two-day conference 

was held from 3-4 September 2019. Indian External 

Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar was one of the speakers 

at Indian Ocean Conference 2019 event. 

Conference discussion themes were grouped under 3 

broad categories of- 

Marine Ecology: Climate Change, Global warming and 

consequent rise of sea levels, pollution, sustainable 

harnessing of oceanic resources 

Navigational Security: Freedom of navigation, United 

Nations Convention on Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and 

its effective implementation, natural and manmade 

hazards to navigation, piracy 
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Terrorism: Rising spectre of terrorism in IOR, marine 

terrorism 

 

Great Indian Bustard 

A National Green Tribunal (NGT) Bench headed by 

NGT chairperson Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel has 

directed Central government to prepare a time-bound 

action plan within two months for protection of Great 

Indian Bustard. This decision is in response to the high 

mortality rate of birds noted by NGT. 

Scientific Name: Ardeotis nigriceps 

Population: 200 individuals worldwide. Its largest 

populations are found in Indian state of Rajasthan. 

Status: It is Listed in- 

• Schedule I of Indian Wildlife (Protection)Act, 1972, 

• Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) or Bonn 

Convention 

• Appendix I of CITES (Convention on International 

Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 

Flora) 

• IUCN Red List- as Critically Endangered 

• National Wildlife Action Plan (2002-2016) 

It has also been identified as one of the species for 

recovery programme under Integrated Development of 

Wildlife Habitats of Union Ministry of Environment 

and Forests, and Climate Change (MoEFCC). 

 

National Centre for clean coal research 

With the aim of addressing opportunities and challenges 

in development of clean coal technologies, Union 

Minister of Science & Technology Harsh Vardhan 

inaugurated the National Centre for Clean Coal 

Research and Development (NCCCR&D) at Indian 

Institute of Science (IISc) in Bengaluru. The 

NCCCR&D has been launched at IISc. by Department 

of Science & Technology (DST). 

The centre will also address challenges such as 

development of low emission combustion and 

gasification, and achieve high cycle efficiencies with 

reduced pollutants. IISc. has already set-up an advanced 

indigenous supercritical CO2 test loop at a laboratory 

scale. 

 

 

Defence 

 

IAF inducts 8 Apache Helicopters  

The Indian Air Force inducted 8 Apache AH-64E attack 

helicopters at Pathankot Air Force station. The Apache 

AH-64E helicopters are made by US company Boeing 

and will give a major boots to combat capabilities of 

Indian Air Force. 

Key Highlights 

Aircraft were formally inducted at induction ceremony 

held at Pathankot Air Force station with Air Chief 

Marshal B S Dhanoa as the chief guest. The ceremonial 

key was handed over by Boeing company. 

Apache helicopters are being purchased to replace Mi-

35 fleet. These helicopters will be deployed in Western 

regions of India. 

Background: In September 2015, IAF had signed a 

multi-billion dollar contract with US government and 

Boeing Ltd for 22 Apache helicopters. The first 8 

helicopters have been delivered on schedule and last 

batch of helicopters is to be delivered by March 2020. 

About AH-64E Apache 

It is one of world’s most advanced multi-role combat 

helicopters, and is flown by the US Army. 

Features: 

• It has capability to shoot fire and forget anti tank 

guided missiles, air to air missiles, rockets and other 

ammunitions. 

• It is also capable of delivering variety of weapons 

such as: air to ground Hellfire missiles, 70 mm 

Hydra rockets and air to air Stinger missiles. 

• It has modern EW (Electronic Warfare) capabilities 

to provide versatility to helicopter in a network 

centric aerial warfare. 

• It also carries one 30 mm chain gun with 1200 rounds 

as part of area weapon sub system. 

• To add to lethality of helicopter, it carries fire control 

radar that has a 360° coverage and nose mounted 
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sensor suite for target acquisition as well as night 

vision systems. 

• These are day/night, all weather capable and have 

high agility and survivability against battle damage. 

 

ICGS Varaha 

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh commissioned Indian 

Coast Guard offshore patrol vessel ‘Varaha’ at Chennai 

Port Trust. The ship would be based at New Mangalore 

and will operate from New Mangalore port covering up 

to Kanyakumari. It will be under administrative and 

operational control of Commander Coast Guard region 

(west). It will also have on board 14 officers and 89 men. 

The ship will add to the strength of ICG in responding 

to threats of maritime terrorism, smuggling and 

challenges of maritime enforcement. 

About ICGS Varaha 

• It is the fourth in series of seven 98-m Offshore 

Patrol Vessels (OPV) of Indian Coast Guard (ICG). 

• It has been designed and built indigenously by 

Larsen & Toubro (L&T) at its Katupalli ship 

building yard in North Chennai. 

Features 

• It is fit with latest navigation and communication 

equipment. 

• It is designed to carry one twin engine helicopter and 

4 high speed boats. 

• It also has some most advanced sensors and 

machinery as well as a 33-millimetre (mm) gun. It 

will also be fitted with 12.7 mm gun with fire control 

system. 

• Special features of ship includes- 

o Integrated Bridge System 

o Automated Power Management System 

o Indigenously built Integrated Platform 

Management System 

o Halo Traversing System 

 

Yudh Abhyas 

The joint military training exercise between India and 

United States (US) named Yudh Abhyas – 2019 will be 

held at Joint Base Lewis Mc Chord, Washington, US 

from 05-18 September 2019. It is being conducted as 

part of the ongoing Indo-US defence cooperation. It is 

one of the largest joint running military training and 

defence corporation endeavors between both countries. 

This will be overall 15th edition of the joint exercise 

hosted alternately between the two countries. 

 

India + XYZ Army Navy Air Force 

ASEAN + Force 18 
  

Australia AUSTRA HIND AUSINDEX / 

KAKADU 

 

Bangladesh Sampriti 
  

China Hand in hand 

And 

Him Vijay 

 
Chang Thang 

France Shakti Varuna GARUDA 

Indonesia GARUDA SHAKT 
 

IND-INDO CORPAT 

And 

Samudra Shakti 

Japan Dharma Guardian Malabar (India, Japan 

and the USA), Sahyog-

Kaijin 

 



 

26 

 

MPSC – English Medium 

Kazakhstan Prabal Dostyk and 

KAZIND 

  

Kyrgyzstan Khanjar 
  

Maldives Ekuverin 
  

Mongolia Nomadic Elephant / 

KHAN QUEST 

  

Nepal Surya Kiran 

(BIANNUAL) 

  

Oman AL NAGAH 

(SUCCESS) 

Naseem Al Bahr Eastern Bridge-IV 

Russia Indra INDRA NAV AVIAINDRA-14 

Seychelles LAMITYE 
  

Singapore Ex AGNI 

WARRIOR 

SIMBEX JOINT MILITARY 

TRAINING 

Ex BOLD 

KURUKHESTRA 

South Africa, Brazil 
 

IBSAMAR 
 

Sri Lanka Mitra Shakti SLINEX 
 

Thailand Maitree /  COBRA 

GOLD (Observer 

Plus) 

INDO-THAI CORPAT 

(Bi-annual) 

SIAM BHARAT 

UAE 
  

Desert Eagle-II 

UK Ajeya Warrior / 

VAJRA PRAHAR 

Konkan IndraDhanush -IV 

or “Rainbow”. 

USA YudhAbhyas/ Cope/ 

Tiger Triumph 

Malabar RIMPAC 

(Multilateral) 

Red Flag 

Brunei 
 

ADMM+ Exercise 

(Multilateral) 

 

Malaysia MAITREE ARF DIREx 
 

Myanmar IMBEX IMCOR 
 

Maldives Ekuverin     

Qatar Za’ir-Al-Bahr (Roar 

of the Sea) 

    

Uzbekistan Dustlik     

Exercise TSENTR 2019 China, Tajikistan, India, 

Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, 

Pakistan and Uzbekistan 

Russia(Host) 
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Exercises in 2019 

Name Participating Country Units Date Location 

EX 

Tsentr2019 

Russia, China, 

Tajikistan, India, 

Kyrgyzstan, 

Kazakhstan, Pakistan 

and Uzbekistan 

• 22 Grenadiers September Russia 

Yudh Abhyas 

2019 
United States • Assam Regiment September JBLM 

Changthang 

Prahar 
- XIV Corps  September 

Super high altitude areas 

of Eastern Ladakh 

HimVijay - 

• XVII Corps, 

• IV Corps 

• IAF 

October 

High Altitude Areas 

of Arunachal 

Pradesh along LAC 

Vajra Prahar United States 

• United States Army 

Special Forces 

• Para SF 

13-28 

October 

Joint Base Lewis–

McChord 

Dharma 

Guardian 

2019 

Japan 

• Dogra Regiment 

• 34th Infantry Regiment, 

1st Division of Japanese 

Ground Self Defence 

Forces (JGSDF) 

19 Oct – 2 

Nov 
Vairengte,Mizoram 

KazInd Kazakhstan 

 3-17 October Pithoragarh 

Sindhu 

Sudarshan 
- 

• XXI Corps, 

• IX Corps 

20 october-5 

december 

Pokhran field firing 

rangePokhran 

Shakti 2019 - 
• 21 The Sikh Regiment 

• French Army 

1 November 

- 13 

November 

Mahajan Range 

Tiger 

Triumph 
United States 

• Indian Army-19 

Madras,7 Guards. 

• Indian Navy-INS 

Jalashwa,INS 

Airavat & INS 

Sandhayak. 

• IAF-MI 17& Rapid 

Action Medical Team 

(RAMT) 

• USMC-Third Marine 

Division 

• US Navy-USS 

Germantown, 

13-21 

November 

Eastern Seaboard 

(Kakinada) & 

(Visakhapatnam) 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visakhapatnam
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Indo Thai CORPAT 

The 28th edition of India-Thailand Coordinated Patrol 

(Indo-Thai CORPAT) between Indian Navy (IN) and 

Royal Thai Navy (RTN) is being conducted from 5 to 

15 September 2019. Indian Naval (IN) Ship Kesari and 

His Majesty’s Thailand Ship (HTMS) Kraburi along 

with Maritime Patrol Aircraft from both the navies are 

participating in this CORPAT. It is poised to further 

enhance strong bilateral ties and maritime cooperation 

between both countries. 

 

DRDO flight tests Man Portable Anti-tank 

Guided Missile (MPATGM) 

Defence Research and Development Organisation 

(DRDO), the government agency charged with the 

military’s research and development, successfully flight 

tested indigenously developed low weight, fire and 

forget Man Portable Antitank Guided Missile 

(MPATGM) in ranges of Kurnool in Andhra Pradesh 

(AP). 

MPATGM is incorporated with state-of-the-art Infrared 

Imaging Seeker along with advanced avionics. 

Features: 

• Mass- 14.5 kg 

• Length- 1,300 mm (4 ft 3 in) 

• Warhead- High-explosive anti-tank warhead 

• Operational range- 2.5 km 

 

HimVijay 

The exercise codenamed as ‘HimVijay’ is scheduled to 

be carried out by Indian Armed Forces in October 2019 

in Arunachal Pradesh, close to borders with China. In 

these upcoming war games, the Indian Armed Forces 

plan to deploy their latest American weapons systems 

such as M777 ultra-light howitzers and Chinook 

heavy-lift helicopters. 

About HimVijay exercise 

HimVijay exercise is planned by India at over 10,000 

feet in the northeast (in Arunachal Pradesh). It will be 

held a little further from Line of Actual Control (LAC) 

with China. 

 

 

India Singapore Thailand trilateral naval 

exercise 

The maiden Trilateral Naval exercise involving Indian 

Navy (IN), Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN) and 

Royal Thailand Navy (RTN) commenced at Port Blair, 

Andaman and Nicobar Islands. The five-day exercise 

will be held from 16 to 20 September 2019. 

Under the ambit of this exercise– 

RSN Tenacious of Singapore (a guided missile stealth 

frigate) and His Majesty’s Thailand Ship (HTMS) 

Kraburi (a guided-missile frigate of Thailand Navy) 

would exercise with Indian Naval Ship INS Ranvir (a 

guided-missile destroyer), INS Kora (a missile corvette) 

and Sukanya (an Offshore Patrol Vessel (OPV)) along 

with P8I Long-range maritime reconnaissance aircraft. 

 

Malabar Exercise 

The Malabar Exercise 2019, the trilateral maritime 

exercise between navies of India, Japan and the US 

began off the coast of Japan. The year 2019 is the 23rd 

edition of Malabar Exercise. 

Key Highlights 

Indian Navy: Two frontline indigenously designed and 

built Indian naval ships participating in exercise are- 

INS Sahyadri, a multi-purpose guided-missile frigate 

and INS Kiltan, a ASW (anti-submarine warfare) 

Corvette. In addition to ships, a P8I (Poseidon Eight 

India) Long Range Maritime Patrol Aircraft has also 

reached Japan for the exercise. 

The US Navy: It is being represented by USS 

McCampbell (DDG-85), a Los Angeles-Class Attack 

Submarine, and a ‘P8A‘ Long Range Maritime Patrol 

Aircraft. 

Japan Navy: known as The Japan Maritime Self-

Defence Force (JMSDF). It is participating with its JS 

Kaga, a Izumo class helicopter destroyer, JS Samidare 

and Choukai, a guided-missile destroyers and a ‘P1’ 

Long Range Maritime Patrol Aircraft. 

 

EX TSENTR 2019 

Russia holds major military exercise every year at one 

of its four military Commands i.e Vostok (East), Zapad 

(West), TSENTR (Centre) and Kavkas (South). It 

rotates through four main Russian operational strategic 

commands. 
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This will be the first time that forces from India and 

Pakistan will participate in multilateral exercise together 

since airstrikes conducted by Indian force, deep in 

Pakistan’s Balakot district in February 2019. Earlier 

armies of India and Pakistan had met last year as part of 

military exercise conducted by Shanghai Cooperation 

Organisation (SCO) – also held in Russia. 

Apart from host Russia, military contingents from 

China, Tajikistan, India, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, 

Pakistan and Uzbekistan will also take part in this mega 

event. 

It will comprise two modules- 

(i) 1st module: It will include counter- terror operations, 

repelling air strikes, reconnaissance operations and 

defensive measures. 

(ii) 2nd Module: It will focus on offensive operations. 

 

SLINEX 2019 

The ‘SLINEX 2019’, the bilateral maritime exercise 

between India and Sri Lanka commenced on 7 

September 2019 and will go on till September 14th. Sri 

Lankan Navy has sent two offshore patrol vessels SLNS 

Sindurala and SLNS Suranimala to India to participate 

in seventh annual Joint Indo-Lanka Maritime Fleet 

Exercise- SLINEX 2019. The offshore patrol vessels, 

SLNS Sindurala and Suranimala left from Trincomalee 

Port (of Sri Lanka) for India and arrived in port of 

Visakhapatnam (India). 

 

 

Celebrated Days 

 

World Tourism Day 

The World Tourism Day which observed globally on 27 

September is hosted by a different country every year. 

India has been selected as the host country for 

celebration of World Tourism Day 2019 by United 

Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO). This 

is for the very first time that India will host the day in its 

National Capital, New Delhi. 

World Tourism Day 2019: Host Country 

India was selected as the host country as it has a distinct 

geographical existence than the rest of Asia. Moreover, 

India offers a tourist several tourism options, varied 

cuisines, history, arts, language, music forms, faiths, 

adventures and places among others. 

As India is the host country for World Tourism Day 

2019, therefore the event around 2019 theme ‘Tourism 

and Jobs: a better future for all’ will take place in Vigyan 

Bhavan, New Delhi from 26-28 September 2019. 

This is the first time that India will be hosting World 

Tourism Day.  

About World Tourism Day 

It is observed every year globally on 27 September with 

the aim of raising awareness about importance of 

tourism among global community as well as to 

encourage its social, political, cultural and economic 

values. The celebrations of World Tourism Day have 

been led by United Nations World Tourism 

Organisation (UNWTO) since 1970. 

World Tourism Day 2019 Theme– “Tourism and 

Jobs: A better future for all”, is in line with UNWTO’s 

overall emphasis on skills, education and jobs 

throughout the year. 

About United Nations World Tourism Organisation 

(UNWTO) 

It is the United Nations specialized agency which works 

towards promoting sustainable, responsible and 

universally accessible tourism. 

It was founded 43 years ago on October 1975. It is 

headquartered in Madrid, Spain. 

Parent organization: United Nations Economic and 

Social Council (UNESCO). 

Members: 158 countries, 6 territories and more than 

500 affiliate members. Its members represents 

educational institutions, private sector, tourism 

associations and local tourism authorities. 

 

World Maritime Day 

Every Year, World Maritime Day (WMD) is observed 

on the last Thursday of September. This year, it is being 

observed on September 26, 2019. This day marks date 
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of adaptation of International Maritime Organization 

(IMO) Convention in 1958. The day was first observed 

in 1978. It acknowledges the importance of maritime 

industry and to highlight importance of shipping safety, 

maritime security and marine environment. The theme 

of World Maritime Day, 2019 is “Empowering Women 

in the Maritime Community”. 

 

World Tourism Day 

The United Nations World Tourism Day is celebrated 

on September 27. The day aims at creating awareness 

on social, political, cultural and economic values among 

international community. 

THEME 2019: “Tourism and Jobs – A better future 

for all” 

 

International Day for total elimination of 

nuclear weapons 

Every year September 26 is marked as the International 

Day for total elimination of Nuclear weapons. It is being 

observed since 2014. The day is observed to enhance 

public awareness about the threat posed to humanity by 

nuclear weapons. US, Russia, France, Britain, India, 

China, Pakistan and North Korea. There are 5 European 

countries hosting US Nuclear weapons in their soil as a 

part of NATO treaty. It includes Germany, Belgium, 

Netherlands, Italy and Turkey. According to the UN, 

there are 14,000 nuclear war heads in the world. 

 

World Rabies Day 

The World Rabies Day (28th September) is marked by 

the Global Alliance World Rabies Control. It is a non – 

profit organization. The headquarters of the 

organization are located in United States. The day is 

endorsed on the anniversary of death Louis Pasteur who 

developed the first rabies vaccine. 

The aim of World Rabies Day is to create awareness 

about the impact of rabies on human and animals, 

increase efforts of rabies control, create awareness about 

prevention of the disease.  

Theme: “Rabies: Vaccinate to eliminate” 

 

 

 

World Heart Day: September 29th 

The World Heart Day was created by the World Heart 

Federation to inform the people around the globe that 

Cardio Vascular diseases are the world’s leading cause 

of death. Its main objective is to educate people that by 

controlling risk factors such as unhealthy diet, physical 

inactivity, tobacco use, 80% of premature deaths can be 

avoided. 

 

World Translation Day: September 30th 

The World Translation Day is marked by the United 

Nations to pay tribute to the language professionals. By 

this, the organization plays a crucial role in bringing 

nations together. This strengthens cooperation, 

understanding, facilitates dialogues, contributes to 

development and strengthens world peace and security. 

The United Nations General Assembly adopted a 

resolution in 2017 to highlight the role of language 

professionals and declared September 30 as 

International Translation day. The event is promoted by 

the International Federation of Translators. 

Theme: Translation and Indigenous languages 

 

International Literacy Day 

The International Literacy Day (ILD) is being 

observed every year across the world on 8 September 

to emphasize importance of literacy to individuals, 

society and communities. The day was instituted in 

1966 by United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization (UNESCO). This year it was 

54th International Literacy Day. 

ILD 2019 theme announced by UNESCO was 

“Literacy and Multilingualism”. It seeks to highlight 

importance of embracing linguistic diversity in 

education and literacy development as it is central to 

addressing persisting literacy challenges and to 

achieving Sustainable Development Goals. 

 

14th September: Hindi Diwas 

Hindi Divas (or Hindi day) is an annual day which is 

observed every year on 14 September all over India  

Why 14 September? It is because on this day in 1949, 

Constituent Assembly of India had adopted Hindi 

written in Devanagari script as official language of 

Republic of India. 14 September 1949 also marks 50th 
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birthday of Beohar Rajendra Simha who was among 

stalwarts who rallied and lobbied pan-India in favor of 

Hindi. Their efforts came to fruition following adoption 

of Hindi as official language and this decision was 

ratified by Constitution of India that came into effect on 

26 January 1950. 

Article 343(1) in The Constitution Of India 1949 

(1) The official language of the Union shall be Hindi in 

Devanagari script The form of numerals to be used for 

the official purposes of the Union shall be the 

international form of Indian numerals 

 

World Patient Safety Day 

The first World Patient Safety Day was observed by 

World Health Organisation (WHO) on September 17. 

This day launched by WHO as global campaign 

‘Medication without Harm’. It aims to create awareness 

around patient safety and urge people to show 

commitment to making healthcare safer. The theme for 

World Patient Safety Day 2019 is ‘Patient Safety: a 

global health priority’ and slogan is ‘Speak up for 

patient safety’. 

 

Daughters’ day 

Daughter’s Day, a designated day to celebrate the 

importance of the girl child, is celebrated in India and 

worldwide on the 4th Sunday of September every year. 

The Daughters’ Day 2019 was observed on Sunday 

(September 22) in India. 

The day is observed as a reminder of the fact that 

daughters are an asset to our society and there should 

not be any patriarchal notions attached to their birth. It 

is also to remind ourselves and the world about what 

your daughter means to you and how precious she is to 

you. 

 

World Rhino Day 

The World Rhino Day is celebrated every year on 22 

September to celebrate the world’s five rhinoceros 

species, and to reflect on the challenges facing them. 

The World Wildlife Fund-South Africa in 2010, 

announced to celebrate World Rhino Day on 22 

September every year since then. 

World’s Five Rhinoceros Species living in Africa and 

Asia– 

1. Javan Rhinos (Rhinoceros sondaicus): Critically 

Endangered (IUCN) 

2. Sumatran rhinos (Dicerorhinus sumatrensis): 

Critically Endangered (IUCN) 

3. Black rhinos (Diceros bicornis): Critically 

Endangered (IUCN) 

4. White rhinos (Ceratotherium simum): Near 

Threatened (IUCN) 

5. Greater One-Horned Rhinos (Rhinoceros unicornis): 

Vulnerable (IUCN) 

 

International Coastal cleanup day: 21st 

September 

Every year the third Saturday of September is marked 

as the International Coastal Cleanup Day. This year 

September 21 was celebrated as the International 

Coastal Cleanup Day. It encourages people to clean 

beaches, remove the garbage plaguing it. It has now 

become global with 6 million volunteers participating 

from 90 countries. 

Programme in India 

In India the programme was conducted in several 

coastal cities. It was on a large scale on the shores of 

Mumbai and Chennai. Chennai volunteers collected 900 

kg of non – biodegradable waste and handed over to 

municipal authorities for proper disposal. At Chennai 

Besant Nagar beach the event was organized by the US 

Consulate General. More than 3000 volunteers 

participated. It also included team members from Save 

Turtle. At Mumbai Versova beach more than 5,000 

volunteers joined the cleaning programme. 

 

International day of sign languages: 23rd 

September 

The International Day of Sign Languages is observed all 

across the world on 23 September every year as part of 

the International Week of the Deaf, which takes place 

from 24-30 September every year. 

About International Day of Sign Languages 

The United Nation General Assembly (UNGA) has 

proclaimed 23 September as International Day of Sign 

Languages. 

Objective: To raise awareness of importance of sign 

language in full realization of human rights of people 
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who are deaf. The resolution establishing IDSL 

acknowledges importance of preserving sign languages 

as part of linguistic and cultural diversity as well 

emphasizes the ‘nothing about us without us’ principle, 

in terms of working with deaf communities. 

IDSL 2019 Theme: ‘Sign Language Rights for All!’ 

 

 

Day Occasion 

04-Sep Daughters Day 

08-Sep Internation Literacy Day 

14-Sep Hindi Diwas 

17-Sep World Patient Safety Day 

21-Sep International Coastal Cleanup Day 

22-Sep World Rhino Day 

23-Sep International Day of Sign Languages 

26-Sep World Maritime Day 

26-Sep International Day for Total Elimination of Nuclear Weapons 

27-Sep World Tourism Day 

28-Sep World Rabies Day 

29-Sep World Heart Day 

30-Sep World Translation Day 

 

 

 

Persons in News 

 

PM Modi 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is set to receive an award 

from Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation for one of his 

ambitious projects- Swachh Bharat Abhiyaan (SBA). 

This award will be conferred to him during his visit to 

United States in late September 2019. 

The mission has two thrusts- 

(1) Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (rural): It operates under 

Union Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation 

(2) Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (urban): It operates under 

Union Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs. 

 

Rishab Pant 

Rishabh Pant became fastest Indian wicket-keeper to 

claim 50 dismissals in Test cricket. He broke previous 

record held by MS Dhoni for India. Pant claimed his 

50th test dismissal in his 11th test during India vs West 

Indies. MS Dhoni had taken 15 tests to get to 50 Test 

dismissals. 

 

CEC Sunil Arora 

Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Sunil Arora 

assumed Chairmanship of Association of World 

Election Bodies (A-WEB) for the term 2019-21. India 

has taken over the AWEB Chair from Romania for two 

year period. AWEB is a multilateral platform for 

election management bodies from across the world to 

share best electoral practices. 

 

Prof MD Yunus 

Vatican awarded Bangladesh’s Nobel Laureate Prof 

Muhammad Yunus prestigious ‘Lamp of Peace of Saint 
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Francis ‘ award for his contribution towards establishing 

peace and harmony. He is Bangladeshi social 

entrepreneur, banker, economist, and civil society 

leader. He was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize (2008) 

for founding Grameen Bank and pioneering concepts of 

microcredit and microfinance. 

 

Rashid Khan 

At the age of 20 years & 350 days, the spinner of 

Afghanistan, Rashid Khan has becomes the youngest 

captain in test cricket. He led Afghanistan for the first 

time in a Test Match and is now the youngest skipper 

ever in the history of Test Cricket. 

When 19-year-old Rashid stepped in as skipper for 

Afghanistan against Scotland in 1st of ICC Cricket 

World Cup Qualifiers Bulawayo held in Zimbabwe in 

2018, he had also become youngest captain in 

international cricket. 

 

Loktantra ke Swar 

Vice President of India M. Venkaiah Naidu released the 

Books on President’s speeches titled ‘Loktantra Ke 

Swar (Khand 2)’ in Hindi and ‘The Republican Ethic 

(Volume 2)’ in English in a function organized at 

Pravasi Bharatiya Kendra in New Delhi. 

About Books 

The Second Volume of Books are a compilation of 95 

speeches delivered by President of India Ram Nath 

Kovind during his 2nd year in office starting July 2018 

to July 2019. The speeches of President represent vision, 

aspirations and ethos of country and also represent 

contours of a New India. The books are a collection of 

nuggets of President’s wisdom and visionary world 

view and also a testament of faith in strength of India. 

Speeches have been divided into 8 categories: 

1. ‘Addressing the Nation’ 

2. ‘Windows to the World’ 

3. ‘Educating India: Equipping India’ 

4. ‘Dharma of Public Service’ 

5. ‘Honouring our Sentinels’ 

6. ‘Spirit of the Constitution and Law’ 

7. ‘Acknowledging Excellence’ 

8. ‘Mahatma Gandhi: Moral Exemplar, Guiding Light. 

Publisher: Books have been brought out by 

Publications Division under Union Ministry of 

Information & Broadcasting. 

e-version: To meet the demands of readers preferring to 

read in e-mode, the Books will also be available on 

Kindle and App Store. 

 

Annual Asian Achievers Awards 

ASIAN ACHIEVERS AWARDS 2019 WINNERS 

(19th Edition) 

• Anil Agarwal: Life time achievement 

• Onkardeep Singh MBE: Achievement in Community 

Services 

• Faisal Islam: Achievement in Media, Arts & Culture 

• Vipul Vadera: Businessperson of the Year 

• Kush Kanodia: Entrepreneur of the Year 

• Krishna Omkar: Professional of the Year 

• Harjit Singh Bhania: Sports Personality of the Year 

• Hafsa Qureshi: Uniformed, Civil and Public 

Services 

• Neeta Patel: Woman of the Year 

• Anil Agarwal: Lifetime Achievement Award 

• Rajesh Agrawal, London Deputy Mayor: Editor’s 

Award for Public Services 

• Dr. Nilesh U Patel MD: Editor’s Award for 

Contribution to Thoracic Surgery 

• Pradip Dhamecha: Editor’s Choice Award for 

Community service, Philanthropy and Entrepreneur 

 

Venice film festival Awards 

List of Winners at 76th Venice Film Festival Awards 

• GOLDEN LION for Best Film to: ‘Joker’ directed 

by Todd Phillips 

• SILVER LION- Grand Jury Prize to: ‘An Officer and 

a Spy’ by Roman Polanski 

• SILVER LION- Award For Best Director to: Roy 

Andersson for ‘About Endlessness’ 

• VOLPI CUP For Best Actress: Ariane Ascaride in 

‘Gloria Mundi’ (a French domestic drama) 

• VOLPI CUP For Best Actor: Luca Marinelli in 

‘Martin Eden’ 

• BEST SCREENPLAY Award to: ‘No. 7 Cherry 

Lane’, written and directed by Yonfan 

• SPECIAL JURY PRIZE to: ‘The Mafia Is No 

Longer What It Used to Be’, directed by Franco 

Maresco 
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• MARCELLO MASTROIANNI AWARD FOR 

YOUNG ACTOR to: ‘Toby Wallace in Babyteeth’, 

directed by Shannon Murphy 

 

Visitors Awards 

Recipients of Visitor’s Awards 2019 for research in 

various fields were announced by President’s 

Secretariat. The award will be conferred by President 

Ram Nath Kovind at an event to be held at Rashtrapati 

Bhavan the date for which is yet to be announced. 

Visitor’s Awards 2019 

The Awards will be presented for Research in-  

• Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences 

• Physical Sciences 

• Biological Sciences 

• Technology Development. 

Recipients of 2019 Award 

Professor Sibnath Deb: He is from Pondicherry 

University. He will be awarded for his research in field 

of child protection, especially his focus on child abuse 

and neglect, student’s mental health and HIV/AIDS. 

Professor Sanjay Puri: He is from School of Physical 

Sciences in Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU). He will 

be awarded for his research in field of non-equilibrium 

statistical physics and nonlinear dynamics. 

Professor Asad Ullah Khan: He is from Inter-

disciplinary Biotechnology Unit in Aligarh Muslim 

University (AMU). He will be awarded for identifying 

Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) problem in India: 

mechanism of spread and control of AMR. 

Dr Partima: She is from Special Centre for 

Nanoscience in Jawaharlal Nehru University. She will 

be awarded for her research on nano biosensors and 

nano-bio interactions especially early-stage cancer 

diagnosis using nanomaterials bases biosensing 

platform. 

Dr Shaon Ray Chaudhuri: She is from Department of 

Microbiology in Tripura University. She is awarded for 

Technology Development, for developing microbial 

biofilm reactor for conversion of dairy wastewater into 

biofertilizer. 

About Visitor’s Awards 

These awards were instituted in 2014. Since 2014, 

President annually confers Visitor’s Awards in various 

categories to the recipients. 

Objective: To promote healthy competition amongst 

Central Universities as well as motivate them to adopt 

best global practices in pursuit of excellence. 

Selection Committee for Visitor’s Awards 2019: It 

was headed by Sanjay Kothari, Secretary to President 

and comprised of eminent persons and academicians, 

assisted by a Sub-Committee. It made selections 

through an online application submitted from all Central 

Universities for each category. 

 

Abhijit Guha 

Antonio Guterres, the Secretary-General of United 

Nations (UN) appointed India’s Lieutenant General 

(Retired) Abhijit Guha as the head of UN mission in 

Hodeidah, Yemen. Guha, who has 39 years of national 

and international military experience will be succeeding 

Danish Lieutenant General Michael Lollesgaard, who 

served in these posts from 31 January to 31 July 2019. 

 

Pankaj Advani 

The Bengaluru-based cueist Pankaj Advani increased 

his tally of world titles to 22 by winning a 4th straight 

final in the 150-up format at IBSF World Billiards 

Championship 2019 held in Mandalay, Myanmar. 

Pankaj Advani defeated Nay Thway Oo of Myanmar. 

 

Justice P Laxmana Reddy 

Justice P Lakshmana Reddy, a retired judge of 

erstwhile Andhra Pradesh High Court was sworn-in as 

the first Lokayukta of Andhra Pradesh. His oath to 

office was administered by Governor Biswabhusan 

Hairchandan at a function held in Vijayawada. Chief 

Minister of state Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy, judges of 

High Court and senior state government officials 

presided over the event. 

 

Sheik Hasina 

Prime Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina was 

conferred Dr Kalam Smriti International Excellence 

Award 2019 in Dhaka (Bangladesh Capital). She 

received the prestigious award for vision of a peaceful 

and prosperous South Asia, free of tension, conflicts and 

terrorism. The award also acknowledged her 

contribution in fostering cooperation between India and 

Bangladesh. 
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Rajnath Singh 

Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has scripted 

history by becoming first Defence Minister to fly Light 

Combat Aircraft (LCA) ‘Tejas’, an indigenously-built 

multi-role fighter aircraft. He undertook 30-minute 

sortie in LCA Tejas along with Air Vice Marshall 

Narmdeshwar Tiwari, at the Hindustan Aeronautics 

Limited (HAL) Airport in Bengaluru, Karnataka. 

Defence Minister even controlled ‘Tejas’ in the air for 

some time and was shown Avionics and Sophisticated 

Systems onboard the aircraft. 

 

RKS Bhadauria 

Government has decided to appoint present Vice Chief 

of Air Staff Rakesh Kumar Singh Bhadauria as next 

Chief of Air Staff. He will take charge from the 

incumbent Air Chief Marshal BS Dhanoa who is set to 

retire on September 30. At present, he is the senior most 

officer in Inidan Air Force after BS Dhanoa. 

 

Sonu Nigam 

Popular Bollywood playback singer Sonu Nigam has 

been honoured with ‘Magnificent Performing Arts 

Award’ at the 21st Century Icon Awards in London, 

United Kingdom (UK). 

Other winners at 21st Century Icon Awards 

Ceremony 

Outstanding Media and Entertainment Award: Kalli 

Purie, Vice-Chairperson of India Today Group 

Specialist Professional Award: Charlotte Crosswell, 

CEO of Innovate Finance UK 

Inspirational Icon Award: Asha De Vos, Marine 

Biologist, Ocean Educator and Pioneer Blue Whale 

Research within Indian Ocean 

Competitive Sports Award: Rachael Burford, Rugby 

Player and Founder of Burford Academy UK 

 

Divij Sharan 

Divij Sharan of India and partner Igor Zelenay of 

Slovakia, clinched Men’s Doubles Title at ATP Tour 

Tennis Tournament held in St. Petersburg in Russia. 

In the final, the duo defeated Italian pair of Matteo 

Berrettini and Simone Bolelli (with 6-3, 3-6, 10-8). 

 

World Wrestling Championships 

At the World Wrestling Championships held in Nur-

Sultan (Kazakhstan), India’s Rahul Aware bagged a 

bronze medal in men’s 61kg category bout while 

Deepak Punia won silver in men’s 86 kg freestyle. 

Rahul Aware won against his opponent Tyler Lee Graff 

with 11-4. 

 

Ravish Kumar 

Senior journalist Ravish Kumar was awarded the 

inaugural Gauri Lankesh Memorial Award in 

Bengaluru. The award was announced on 5 September 

2019 on the 2nd death anniversary of Gauri Lankesh. 

Ravish Kumar, the Managing Editor of NDTV India 

was chosen for the award for sharp news analysis and 

uncompromising secular stance. Earlier, this year he 

was also conferred with Ramon Magsaysay award 2019. 

 

Ponung Doming 

Ponung Doming is the first lady officer from Arunachal 

Pradesh in the Indian army to be elevated to the rank of 

Lieutenant colonel. 

She was commissioned into the Indian army as 

Lieutenant in 2008. She is currently posted in Pune, 

Maharashtra. Doming had completed her graduation in 

civil engineering. She served the UN Peace keeping 

force in Congo in 2014. Punita Arora was the first 

woman officer to become Lieutenant General in the 

Indian armed forces. 

 

Amitabh Bachchan 

Bollywood megastar Amitabh Bachchan will be 

honoured with India’s highest award in cinema, the 

Dadasaheb Phalke Award for the year 2018. He will be 

conferred the prestigious film honour for his 

‘outstanding contribution for the growth and 

development of Indian cinema’. The award comes in the 

year that marks Amitabh Bachchan’s golden jubilee (50 

years) in cinema He made his debut in 1969 with film 

‘Saat Hindustani’. 

He has also been honoured with Padma Shri (1984), 

Padma Bhushan (2001) and Padma Vibhushan (2015). 
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In 2007, the French Government conferred upon him 

with France’s highest civilian honour- ‘the Knight of the 

Legion of Honour’, for his exceptional career in the 

world of cinema and beyond. He has also been conferred 

with 4 national awards and 15 filmfare trophies. 

 

PM Modi 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi received the 2019 

‘Global Goalkeeper Award’ by the Bill and Melinda 

Gates Foundation at a ceremony held on the sidelines 

of United Nation General Assembly (UNGA) meeting 

in New York City, US. 

PM Modi was honoured with international award for his 

leadership of Swachh Bharat Abhiyaan (or Swachh 

Bharat Mission), which he had launched on 2 October 

2014 as a tribute to Mahatma Gandhi. 

 

Sheikh Hasina 

Prime Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina has been 

conferred with prestigious ‘Vaccine Hero’ award of 

Global Alliance for Vaccination and Immunisations 

(GAVI) in recognition of Bangladesh’s outstanding 

success in vaccination to immunise children. She was 

conferred the award at a ceremony at United Nations 

Headquarters in New York on the sidelines of 74th 

session of UN General Assembly (UNGA). The 

‘Vaccine Hero’ award has been introduced by Geneva-

based global vaccine alliance (GAVI). 

 

FIFA football awards 

The Best FIFA Football Awards 2019 were presented at 

La Scala opera house in Milan, Italy. It is an association 

football award presented annually by FIFA, the highest 

governing body of football. The FIFA 

The Best Football Awards 

FIFA’s The Best Awards ceremony: List of Winners 

Best Men’s Player: Lionel Messi of Barcelona & 

Argentina 

Best Men’s Goalkeeper: Alisson Becker of Liverpool 

& Brazil 

Best Men’s Coach: Jürgen Klopp of Liverpool 

Best Women’s Coach: Jill Ellis of United States 

Best Women’s Player: Megan Rapinoe of Reign FC & 

United States 

Best Women’s Goalkeeper: Sari van Veenendaal of 

Arsenal & Atlético Madrid and Netherlands 

FIFA Fair Play Award: Marcelo Bielsa and Leeds 

United squad 

FIFA Puskás Award for Best Goal of the Year: 

Daniel Zsori of Hungary who scored for Debrecen 

against Ferencvaros in Hungarian league 

Men’s World 11 team of year: 

Alisson Becker (BRA/Liverpool) Virgil Van Dijk 

(NED/Liverpool), Marcelo (BRA/Real Madrid), Sergio 

Ramos (ESP/Real Madrid), Matthijs DeLigt 

(NED/Juventus) Frenkie De Jong (NED/Barcelona), 

Luka Modric (CRO/Real Madrid), Eden Hazard 

(BEL/Real Madrid) Lionel Messi (ARG/FC Barcelona), 

Cristiano Ronaldo (POR/Juventus), Kylian Mbappe 

(FRA/PSG) 

Women’s World 11 team of year: 

Sari Van Veenendaal (NED/Atletico Madrid) Lucy 

Bronze (ENG/Lyon), Nilla Fischer (SWE/Linkopings), 

Wendie Renard (FRA/Lyon), Kelly O’Hara (USA/Utah 

Royals) Julie Ertz (USA/Chicago), Amandine Henry 

(FRA/Lyon), Rose Lavelle (USA/Washington) Marta 

(BRA/Orlando), Alex Morgan (USA/Orlando), Megan 

Rapinoe (USA/Reign FC) 

 

Mukesh Ambani 

Reliance Industries’ Chairman Mukesh Ambani is 

India’s richest man as mentioned in the IIFL Wealth-

Hurun India Rich List 2019. He has topped the list of 

richest Indians for the 8th consecutive year. He 

currently has a net worth of Rs 3.8 lakh crore. 

 

Right Livelihood Award 2019 

The winners of Right Livelihood Award 2019 were 

announced in Stockholm, Sweden. The year 2019 was 

celebrated as the 40th anniversary of Right Livelihood 

Award, widely known as ‘Alternative Nobel Prize’. 

2019 Right Livelihood Award Laureates 

The Sweden-based Right Livelihood Foundation 

announced 4 winners in 2019 edition of awards, 

namely- 
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• Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg– for 

inspiring and amplifying political demands for 

urgent climate action reflecting scientific facts 

• Sahrawi human rights activist Aminatou Haidar- for 

her steadfast nonviolent action, despite 

imprisonment and torture, in pursuit of justice and 

self-determination for people of Western Sahara 

• Chinese women’s rights lawyer Guo Jianmei– for 

her pioneering and persistent work in securing 

women’s rights in China. 

• Hutukara Yanomami Association (Brazil) and its 

indigenous leader Davi Kopenawa– for their 

courageous determination to protect the forests and 

biodiversity of Amazon, and the lands and culture of 

its indigenous peoples 

 

Infosys wins UN Global Climate Action Award 

in ‘Climate Neutral Now’ Category 

Information Technology (IT) major Infosys has won the 

United Nations Global Climate Action Award 

(UNGCAA) in the ‘Climate Neutral Now’ category for 

“Infosys’ Journey to Carbon Neutrality”. 

In October 2018, Infosys also pledged to demonstrate its 

commitment to moving to a low carbon economy, at 

‘Climate Neutral Now’ platform by UNFCCC. The 

company highlighted that it is transitioning to renewable 

energy for all its electricity needs, and has reduced its 

per capita energy consumption by over 51% since 2008. 

 

National Tourism Award 2018-19 

National Tourism Awards for 2017-18 were presented 

by Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu in New Delhi on 

27 September 2019 on occasion of World Tourism Day. 

This year a total of 76 awards were given under various 

categories. 

 

 

2017-18 National Tourism Awards Winners 

Andhra Pradesh: The state won the first prize for Best 

State for Comprehensive Development of Tourism. 

Andhra is known for its beaches and temples, and won 

the award for overall growth in tourism category. 

Goa and Madhya Pradesh: Both states were 

announced as joint winners in Adventure Tourism 

category. 

Uttarakhand: The Himalayan state won the best film 

promotion friendly state.  

Telangana: It won the best state in innovative use of IT 

category. 

 

COAS General Bipin Rawat 

Chief of Army Staff General Bipin Rawat takes 

charge as Chairman of Chiefs of Staff 

Committee (COSC). He received the baton of 

Chairman Chiefs of Staff Committee (COSC) from 

outgoing Indian Air Force (IAF) Chief Air Chief 

Marshal (ACM) BS Dhanoa, who retires on 30 

September 2019. The ACM BS Dhanoa was 

appointed as Chairman, COSC on 31 May 2019. 

Background 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in his 2018 

Independence Day address, announced the appointment 

of Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) who will be above the 

three Chiefs of armed forces. This major decision was 

aimed at military reforms and tri-Service integration. 

The Chief of Defence Staff will act as single-point 

military adviser to government on military and strategic 

issues. A high-level committee (including Cabinet 

Secretary and Defence Secretary) has been appointed to 

finalise the modalities and charter of new role. The 

recommendations of committee are expected to be 

submitted to government in November 2019. However, 

the present COSC is an additional role and tenures have 

been very short. For example- ACM Dhanoa took over 

as Chairman COSC on 31 May from former Navy Chief 

Adm Sunil Lanba. After he steps down on September 

30, Gen Rawat who will take over as Chairman COSC 

then, is set to retire on December 31 after three years in 

office. However, as the most senior Chief, he is set to be 

the India’s first Chief of Defence Staff (CDS). 
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Air Marshall HS Arora 

Air Marshal Harjit Singh Arora has been appointed as 

the new Vice Chief of Indian Air Force (IAF). He will 

be succeeding Air Marshal RKS Bhadauria who will 

take over as Chief of Air Staff on September 30 after the 

retirement his predecessor and the incumbent Indian Air 

Force (IAF) Chief ACM BS Dhanoa. Air Marshal HS 

Arora currently heads the Gandhinagar headquartered 

South Western Air Command of Indian Air Force. 

Therefore, meanwhile, Air Marshal B Suresh has been 

appointed as Western Air Commander of Air Force. 

 

G B Deglurkar 

The eminent Archeologist Dr. G.B. Deglurkar was 

conferred with prestigious Punyabhushan Award for his 

long-standing contribution to the field of Indian 

Archaeology through renowned Deccan College Post 

graduate & Research Institute. He was presented the 

award by Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu at an 

special public award function in Pune, Maharashtra. 

About Punyabhushan Award 

The word ‘Punyabhushan’ in Marathi means ‘Jewel of 

Pune’. The award has been instituted by Pune based 

Punyabhushan Foundation. It was first awarded in 1989 

and since then it is awarded every year to an eminent 

personality from the field of science, art, culture, music, 

social service, industry, or sports. 

 

Suresh Chitturi 

Suresh Chitturi, Vice Chairman and Managing Director 

of India’s leading poultry firm Srinivasa Farms, has 

been appointed as chairman of the International Egg 

Commission (IEC). The Srinivasa Farms is recognised 

as one of the builders of the Indian Poultry industry in 

the last 50 years. 

About International Egg Commission (IEC) 

It is a membership organisation dedicated to the global 

egg industry. It was established in 1964, at the 2nd 

International Egg Conference held in Bologna, Italy. So 

far IEC has membership in over 80 countries. 

 

K Siva Reddy 

K Siva Reddy is a Telugu poet. He was awarded the 

Saraswati Samman award for his collection Pakkaki 

Ottigilite in 2018. 

About Pakkaki Ottigilite 

The poem was published in 2016. It is an anthology of 

104 poems in blank verses. Blank verse has no rhyme. 

It consists of lines of 5 feet. The verses are the in the 

form of responses by the poet to the social changes over 

the years, the evolution of his own self and his 

relationship with the world 

 

Air Chief Marshall Rakesh Bhadauria 

Air Chief Marshal Rakesh Kumar Singh Bhadauria took 

charge as the new Chief of the Indian Air Force (IAF). 

He is now the 26th Chief of the Air Staff of the Indian 

Air Force. He succeeds outgoing Air Chief Marshal BS 

Dhanoa, who retired after 41 years of service in IAF on 

30 September 2019. 

 

71st Primetime Emmy Awards – 2019: Key 

Winners 

The 71st Primetime Emmy Awards ceremony was held 

on 22 September 2019, at the Microsoft Theater in 

Downtown Los Angeles, California, US. The annual 

award honored the best in U.S. prime time TV 

programmes from 1 June 2018 until 31 May 2019. The 

awards are chosen by the Academy of Television Arts 

& Sciences. 

List of winners at 71st Primetime Emmy Awards 

2019: 

IN COMEDY SERIES CATEGORY 

• Outstanding Lead Actor: Bill Hader for Barry 

• Outstanding Lead Actress: Phoebe Waller-Bridge 

for Fleabag 

• Outstanding Supporting Actor: Tony Shalhoub for 

The Marvelous Mrs Maisel 

• Outstanding Supporting Actress: Alex Borstein 

for The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel 

• Outstanding Writing: Phoebe Waller-Bridge for 

Fleabag 

• Outstanding Directing: Harry Bradbeer for Fleabag 

IN LIMITED SERIES OR MOVIE CATEGORY 

• Outstanding Lead Actor: Jharrel Jerome for When 

They See Us 

• Outstanding Lead Actress: Michelle Williams for 

Fosse/Verdon 

• Outstanding Supporting Actor: Ben Whishaw for 

A Very English Scandal 
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• Outstanding Supporting Actress: Patricia Arquette 

for The Act 

• Outstanding Directing: Johan Renck for Chernobyl 

• Outstanding Writing: Craig Mazin for Chernobyl 

• Outstanding Television Movie: Black Mirror: 

Bandersnatch 

• Outstanding Limited Series: Chernobyl 

• Outstanding Competition Program: RuPaul’s 

Drag Race 

IN VARIETY SERIES CATEGORIES 

• Outstanding Directing for a Variety Series: Don 

Roy King for Saturday Night Live 

• Outstanding Variety Sketch Series: Saturday 

Night Live 

• Outstanding Writing for a Variety Talk Series: 

Last Week Tonight With John Oliver 

• Outstanding Variety Talk Series: Last Week 

Tonight With John Oliver 

IN DRAMA SERIES CATEGORY 

• Outstanding Lead Actor: Billy Porter for Pose 

• Outstanding Lead Actress: Jodie Comer for Killing 

Eve 

• Outstanding Supporting Actor: Peter Dinklage for 

Game of Thrones 

• Outstanding Writing: Jesse Armstrong for 

Succession 

• Outstanding Supporting Actress: Julia Garner for 

Ozark 

• Outstanding Director: Jason Bateman for Ozark 

• Outstanding Drama Series: Game of Thrones 

• Outstanding Comedy Series: Fleabag 

 

 

Misc Events 

Namaste Pacific 

A cultural event called ‘Namaste Pacific’ to showcase 

in India the culture of Pacific countries such as 

Australia, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea and Fiji 

was held in New Delhi. The event was jointly organized 

by High Commissions of Australia, New Zealand, 

Papua New Guinea, and Fiji. 

 

Nadubhagam Chundan 

‘Nadubhagam Chundan’, the snake boat 

of Pallathuruthy Boat Club, lifted the 67th Nehru 

Trophy at Punnamada Lake in Alappuzha in Kerala. 

This year was67th  edition of coveted boat race. 

The event was inaugurated by Pinarayi Vijayan, Chief 

Minister of Kerala. Renowned cricketer Sachin 

Tendulkar was the chief guest of the event. 

 

Jakarta moves capital 

Government of Indonesia has announced to move its 

current capital from Jakarta (on the island of Java) to the 

sparsely populated East Kalimantan (on Borneo island). 

Indonesia’s President Joko Widodo has announced that 

his government plans to build smart, green capital city 

on Borneo island. However, t some environmentalist 

groups fear $33billion relocation plan of capital city 

may put further pressure on Borneo island’s rainforest 

dwelling species like the orangutan.  
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New Logo for CBFC 

The Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC) 

unveiled its new logo and certificate identity at a first-

of-itskind film industry interaction between eminent 

industry leaders and CBFC board members held in 

Mumbai, Maharashtra. The new logo and certificate 

identity designed by Rohit Devgun was revealed by 

Prasoon Joshi, Chairman, CBFC. 

 

Qutb Minar 

Prahalad Singh Patel, Union Minister of State for 

Culture and Tourism, inaugurated first-ever 

architectural LED illumination at Qutb Minar, the 12th-

century monument, in New Delhi. Now with bottom to 

top illumination, the architectural beauty of historic 

Qutb Minar will display its historic majesty after sunset. 

This step towards promotion of tourism is in line with 

Prime Minister’s goal of doubling foreign and domestic 

tourists in next 5 years. 

 

Dindigul Lock and Kandangi Sarees 

The Geographical Indications Registry (GIR) in 

Chennai has accorded coveted Geographical Indication 

(GI) tag to Dindigul lock and Kandangi saree from 

Tamil Nadu. This takes total number of such indigenous 

products that have been accorded GI tag from Tamil 

Nadu to 31. 

Dindigul Locks: They are known throughout world 

for their superior quality and durability. 

Kandangi Saree: They are made up of high quality 

cotton from Coimbatore. The main characteristic of 

these sarees are its bright colours that hold strong. 

 

Garvi Gujarat 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated ‘Garvi 

Gujarat’, the second state bhawan of the Gujarat 

government in the national capital New Delhi. This is 

the ‘first eco-friendly’ state Bhawan in national capital. 

 

Terracota Grinder 

Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) 

launched first ever ‘Terracotta Grinder’ at Sewapuri in 

Varanasi, Uttar Preadesh. This machine will grind the 

wasted and broken pottery items for re-using in pottery-

making. 

About Terracotta Grinder 

It was designed by KVIC Chairman, Vinai Kumar 

Saxena. It was fabricated by a Rajkot-based engineering 

unit. 

Benefits: 

Earlier the wasted pottery items were grinded in normal 

khal-musal (mortar and pestle) and its fine powder was 

mixed with normal clay but now the new Terracotta 

grinder will make grinding of wasted pottery items 

faster than the traditional mortar and pestle. Mixing this 

fine powder is important as when the powder is mixed 

in stipulated ratio to normal clay, it makes resulting 

pottery items stronger. It will also help in solving 

problem of shortage of clays. 

 

REPLAN completes 1 Year 

Khadi and Village Industries Commission’s (KVIC) 

REducing PLAstic in Nature (REPLAN) project has 

completed one year. The project was launched in 

September 2018 as part of KVIC’s commitment to 

Swachh Bharat Abhiyaan. It aims to remove existing 

waste plastic material from nature and use it in 

semipermanent manner, so that presence of plastic 

waste in nature is reduced to a large extent 

 

Vaishnodevi Shrine 

Mata Vaishno Devi shrine atop the Trikuta hills in Reasi 

district of Jammu and Kashmir has been named 

country’s ‘Best Swachh Iconic Place’. President Ram 

Nath Kovind will confer the award to Shri Mata 

Vaishno Devi Shrine Board (SMVDSB) during the 

‘Swachh Mahotsav’ to be organised by Ministry of 

Drinking Water and Sanitation on 6 September 2019. 

 

8th Seoul Defence Dialogue 

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh delivered a keynote 

address at ‘Seoul Defence Dialogue 2019’ during his 

visit to South Korea. The theme of Defence Dialogue 

was- ‘Building Peace Together: Challenges and 

Vision’. 

Defence Minister is on a 3-day visit to Seoul. As India’s 

foreign policy has always prioritized on good relations 

with its neighbours, therefore India also supports for 
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peace and stability in Korean Peninsula and its 

denuclearisation through dialogue and diplomacy. 

India has also strengthened co-operative engagements in 

Indo-Pacific region on basis of principle of SAGAR– 

Security and Growth for All in the Region, a principle 

that remains cornerstone of India’s outlook for Indo-

Pacific region. 

 

Kargil to Kohima 4500 kms ultra marathon 

To commemorate 20 years of ‘Vijay Diwas’ or ‘Kargil 

Vijay Diwas’ (named after successful Operation Vijay), 

the Indian Air Force is organising an ultra-marathon 

named as ‘Kargil to Kohima (K2K): Glory Run’ 

spanning over 4,500 km from Kargil to Kohima. The 

marathon run was flagged off by Air Chief Marshal B S 

Dhanoa in a ceremony held at Vayu Bhavan in New 

Delhi. 

 

Military Medicine conference for SCO member 

states 

The first Conference on Military Medicine for Shanghai 

Co-operation Organisation (SCO) Member States will 

be held in New Delhi from 12-13 September 2019. The 

conference will also be 1st military co-operation event 

hosted by India under SCO Defence Co-operation 

Plan 2019-2020, after India became an SCO member 

country in 2017. 

Objective of Conference: To share best practices in 

field of military medicine, build capacities and 

overcome common challenges 

 

Task force for National Infrastructure Pipeline 

Central government constituted a task force for drawing 

up a roadmap for ‘National Infrastructure Pipeline’ 

(NIP) of Rs.100 lakh crore from financial year 2019-20 

to 2024-25. The Task Force is headed by Economic 

Affairs Secretary Atanu Chakraborty would cover 

greenfield and brownfield projects costing above 

`Rs.100 crore each. 

About Task Force 

Objective: 

To identify technically feasible and economically viable 

infrastructure projects that can be initiated during 

current fiscal year. Task force would draw up a list of 

infrastructure projects that can be set rolling in 2019-20 

as it looks at steps to tide over the economic slowdown. 

 

1st ever helicopter summit held in Dehradun 

Union Ministry of Civil Aviation organised country’s 

first ever helicopter summit at Sahastradhara helidrome 

in Dehradun, capital of Uttarakhand. The summit was 

based on theme of expanding connectivity through 

helicopters. 

 

MP offers cow for adoption online 

The state government of Madhya Pradesh is launching 

an online service for those wanting to adopt a cow and 

provide sheds to them at gaushalas (cow shelters) across 

the State. People can adopt a cow for a minimum period 

of 15 days and can go on supporting it till animal’s 

lifetime. This initiative is part of Madhya Pradesh 

government’s ‘Project Gaushala’. 

 

Mukhya Mantri Dal Poshit Yojana: launched in 

Uttarakhand 

Uttarakhand Chief Minister Trivendra Singh Rawat 

launched a scheme called ‘Mukhya Mantri Dal Poshit 

Yojana’ to provide state ration card holders two 

kilograms of two different varieties of pulses available 

at prices much lower than the market rate. During the 

launch CM distributed pulse packets among the 

beneficiaries. Under the scheme State government will 

offer a subsidy of Rs.15 per kilogram on variety of 

pulses identified, including chana, malka and masur. 

 

Jan Soochna Portal 

The state government of Rajasthan launched ‘Jan 

Soochna Portal’, a portal for quick access to information 

on government departments. The portal was launched 

by Rajasthan’s Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot and is a 

step of state government towards making Rajasthan a 

model state for good governance and accountability in 

administration. 

About Jan Soochna Portal 

The public information portal has been developed by 

state’s information and technology (IT) department. In 

portal 23-24 types of information will be made available 

pertaining to 13 departments on a single platform. The 
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information will also be available on self-service ‘E-

Mitra Plus‘ kiosk. 

Rajasthan has now become first state in country to 

provide information about a dozen departments on a 

single platform. The portal has been launched under 

Rajasthan Innovation Vision (RAJIV) campaign. 

The move will bring transparency and accountability, 

and empower the right of people to seek information. 

With the launch of portal, state government has 

expressed its intention of using technology for 

transparency and would further strengthen and expand 

the scope of the Right to Information (RTI) law. 

Through this portal common man will get information 

pertaining to 13 departments online in a lucid language. 

The portal is inspired by the very spirit of Section 4 (2) 

of RTI Act, 2005, i.e. Proactive Disclosure of 

Information. 

 

Mukhya Mantri Seva Sankalp Helpline 

Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur has 

launched Mukhya Mantri Seva Sankalp Helpline ‘1100’ 

(Chief Minister’s Service Resolution Helpline) for 

speedy and time-bound redressal of public grievances 

using modern technology. By calling this helpline 

common citizens of state will be able to resolve their 

complaints and problems. 

With the launch of Mukhya Mantri Seva Sankalp 

Helpline Himachal Pradesh has now become 4th state in 

country to provide this facility. So far this facility is 

available in Uttarakhand, Madhya Pradesh and Uttar 

Pradesh. 

 

Inter Disciplinary Centre for Energy Research  

Union Minister of Science & Technology Harsh 

Vardhan launched an Interdisciplinary Centre for 

Energy Research (ICER) equipped with modern 

facilities for conducting a wide spectrum of energy 

research through knowledge network. 

About Interdisciplinary Centre for Energy Research 

(ICER) 

ICER is a first of its kind in India which is equipped with 

state-of-the-art facilities. This new centre would realise 

the vision of affordable, efficient, compact and reliable 

clean energy systems. 

The centre is focused on developing sustainable 

technologies for renewable energy, combustion, 

nextgeneration solar photovoltaic, concentrated solar 

power, novel energy storage technologies, hydrogen, 

biomass and bio-fuels. 

 

South Asia’s tallest tower in Colombo 

Sri Lanka unveiled a 350-metre-tall Lotus Tower which 

is now being dubbed as South Asia’s tallest tower in 

Colombo city. Though the tower is still under 

construction President of Sri Lanka Maithripala Sirisena 

decided to open the tower to public. 

It is the tallest tower in South Asia in the shape of a 356-

meter lotus. The tower costs more than $100 million. 

The 80% of costs incurred has been funded by China 

under the controversial Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). 

The 350-metre tall Lotus Tower has 17-storey and is 

located in Colombo. It comprises a hotel, a TV tower, 

restaurants, a mall, a telecommunications museum, and 

auditorium. Sri Lanka and China signed the Lotus 

Tower agreement in 2012 to build the tower. As per the 

agreement China National Electronics Import and 

Export Corporation (CEIEC) was the general 

contractor. 

 

Buddha Statue 

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman handed 

over antique 12th century Bronze Idol of Buddha that 

was stolen from Archaeological Survey of India’s (ASI) 

Nalanda site museum in 1961 to Union Minister of State 

for Culture & Tourism (IC) Prahlad Singh Patel in New 

Delhi. 

This ‘stolen’ 12th century Buddha was returned a month 

before (in August 2019) to the Indian High Commission 

by the London Metropolitan Police. The Bronze statue 

of Buddha is documented as ‘Seated Buddha in 

Bhumisparsha Mudra’. It is of Ht. 6.5″ and belongs to 

Circa 12th Century AD. It was amongst the 19 bronze 

statues that were stolen from ASI Museum at Nalanda 

in August 1961. 

 

2020: Year of the AI by Telangana Govt 

The state government of Telangana has decided to 

declare 2020 as Year of Artificial Intelligence and thus 

will be organising various activities related to emerging 

technology throughout the year. This comes in the 

backdrop of emerging talent pool as well as renewed 

focus by industry and other ecosystem players on AI 

space in last 4-5 years. 
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Ladakhi Shondol dance enters Guinness book of 

World record 

Ladakhi Shondol dance has created history by breaking 

into Guinness book of world records as the largest 

Ladakhi dance. The Shondol dance was gracefully 

performed by about 408 women artists in traditional 

dresses on the occasion of the Annual Naropa Festival. 

It is known as the ‘royal dance of Ladakh’. It is famous 

dance which was earlier used to be performed by artists 

for King of Ladakh on special occasion. 

 

Tiger Triumph 

This first-ever tri-Service exercise between India and 

US will focus on large-scale amphibious Humanitarian 

Relief and Disaster Relief (HADR) operations. It will be 

held along eastern coast in Bay of Bengal. 

It is being organised under the aegis of headquarters of 

Integrated Defence Staff. The announcement in this 

regard was made by US President Donald Trump in 

Houston during the ‘Howdy, Modi!’ event. 

The scheduled exercise highlights strong and growing 

bilateral defence ties between India and America. Every 

Year, India and the US, hold a flurry of combat 

exercises namely- 

1. Naval Malabar (with Japan as 3rd participant) 

2. Counter-terror Vajra Prahar 

3. Yudh Abhyas drills between India-US armies. 

 

6th India water week inaugurated 

On September 24, 2019, President Ram Nath Kovind, 

inaugurated the 6th India water week at Vigyan Bhavan 

in New Delhi. The Theme of the week: “Water 

Cooperation – Coping with 21st Century 

Challenges”. The event is organized by Ministry of Jal 

Shakti. 

About India Water Week 

India Water Week (IWW) 2019 will focus on future 

challenges. This is based on the hypothetical prediction 

that the likelihood of conflicts due to water related 

issues might increase as population in the 21st century 

continues to grow. 

 

 

Gandhi Solar Park 

In a first of its kind symbolic effort by India, Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated a 50 kilowatt 

‘Gandhi Solar Park’ at the Headquarters of United 

Nations (UN). The gesture highlights India’s 

willingness to go beyond the talk on climate change. 

At a contribution of about $1 million, India has gifted 

solar panels that have been installed on the roof of UN 

Headquarters. There are total 193 panels in this roof-top 

solar park, with one panel each for every 193 UN 

Member State. 

The solar panels are powered up to reach max of 50 KW 

of power generation. The energy generated in park is 

equivalent to energy that would have been created 

through use of 30,000 kilograms of coal. It also has a 

carbon sequestration of 1000 seedlings which will grow 

into trees over a period of 10 years. 

 

Gandhi peach garden 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, along with United 

Nation chief Antonio Guterres and other world leaders, 

inaugurated the Gandhi Peace Garden at the UN 

headquarters in New York. The inauguration was held 

during a special commemorative event on that marked 

Mahatma Gandhi’s 150th birth anniversary. 

About Gandhi Peace Garden 

It is an innovative initiative under which Consulate 

General of India (in New York), Shanti Fund (a Long 

Island-based NGO) and State University of New York- 

Old Westbury have entered into an agreement for 

planting 150 trees. It is a crowdsourced project, with 

people adopting trees in memory of their loved ones at 

the State University of New York-Old Westbury 

campus. The garden is in an open site within 600 acres 

campus of the University. The garden is dedicated in 

memory of Mahatma Gandhi and seeks to underline that 

his principles act as a moral compass as world grapples 

with challenges of climate change, terrorism and 

corruption 

 

MASCRADE 2019 

‘MASCRADE 2019’- Movement Against Smuggling 

and Counterfeit Trade scheduled’, an annual flagship 

FICCI (Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce & 

Industry) event was held from 26-27 September 2019 in 

New Delhi. This year was the sixth edition of 

MASCRADE event which was organised by FICCI 
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CASCADE (Committee Against Smuggling and 

Counterfeiting Activities Destroying the Economy). 

The theme for MASCRADE 2019 is ‘Containing 

Counterfeiting, Smuggling and Piracy: A Winning 

Strategy’. Moreover, FICCI CASCADE released 

detailed report titled – ‘Impact of Smuggling on Indian 

Economy and Employment’ during “MASCRADE 

2019” event. 

 

SAFF U-18 

India won the SAFF Under-18 football Championship 

by defeating Bangladesh by 2-1 in final held in 

Kathmandu, Nepal. This is India’s maiden SAFF U-18 

trophy. 

SAFF U-18 Championship 

It is a football championship for male footballers under 

the age of 18. It is organized by South Asian Football 

Federation (SAFF). The championship was held for first 

time in August 2015 in Nepal.  

Number of Participant teams- 8 

Most successful team(s)- Nepal (2nd titles) 

 

Union Minister Nitin Gadkari inaugurates Delhi 

Meerut PKG-3 

Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways 

(MoRTH) Nitin Gadkari inaugurated the Delhi-Meerut 

Package-3 connecting Dasna in Ghaziabad to Hapur. It 

is the most awaited third package of Delhi Meerut 

expressway. 

About Delhi-Meerut Package-3 

It is a 22 kilometre-long stretch built with a cost of 

Rs.1989 crore. The ambitious project boasts several 

underpasses and construction of a major bridge across 

upper Ganga canal. The project will help in 

decongesting National Capital Region (NCR) and will 

bring significant reduction in pollution level. It will also 

lead to reduction in travel time by more than an hour. 

The Package 3 has- 

A 6 lane section with 2 plus 2 lane service road on either 

sides 

An important 4.68 long 6 lane elevated cooridor at 

Pilkhuwa. 

This 4.68-km long 6-lane elevated corridor at Pilkhuwa 

has been conferred Gold Medal for innovation in 

construction technology. Also, Pilkhuwa Viaduct has 

also been awarded as outstanding concrete structure of 

western UP. 

The Delhi-Meerut Expressway project 

It is 82 kilometre-long Delhi-Meerut Expressway that 

connects Delhi with Meerut in western Uttar Pradesh. 

It is being implemented in four packages- 

1. 7 kilometre-long expressway from Sarai Kale Khan 

in Delhi to UP Gate which was already completed in 

June 2018 under Phase-I 

2. 28 km long 6-lane expressway/ 8-lane NH 24 from 

Ghazipur border to Dasna in UP (which is 60% 

complete) 

3. 23 km long 6-lane NH 24 with 2+2 lane service roads 

on either sides from Dasna to Hapur in UP (which is 

inaugurated) 

4. 78 kilometre-long greenfield six-lane expressway 

from Hapur to Meerut, under Phase-IV which is 

expected to be completed by end of 2019. 

 

UNESCO to publish Guru Nanak Dev’s writing 

in world languages 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization (UNESCO) has decided to translate and 

publish an anthology of writings of Baba Guru Nanak 

Dev, the founder of Sikhism (and also 1st of 10 Sikh 

Guru) in world languages to commemorate 550th birth 

anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev. 

Also, National Book Trust (NBT) will publish Gurbani 

(various compositions by Sikh Gurus and other writers 

of Guru Granth Sahib) in different Indian Languages. 

Key Highlights 

The year 2019 mark 550th birth anniversary of Guru 

Nanak Dev. Thus to promulgate the teachings of Guru 

Nanak Dev, Government of India is also holding a series 

of events and has initiated many projects which include- 

• Construction of Kartarpur Corridor from Dera Baba 

Nanak in Punjab’s Gurdaspur district to international 

border 

• Development of the historic town of Sultanpur Lodhi 

as a heritage town on smart city principle 

• Upgradation of Sultanpur Lodhi railway station 

• Release of commemorative coins and postage 

stamps 
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• Setting up of a Centre for Inter Faith Studies at Guru 

Nanak Dev University 

 

Minor Planet named after Pandit Jasraj 

The IAU – International Astronomical Union has named 

a minor planet between Mars and Jupiter after an Indian 

classical singer Pandit Jasraj. He is the first Indian 

musician to receive this honor. The planet was 

discovered on November 11, 2006. 

The minor planets discovered are given permanent 

numbers by the IAU. The number given to Pandit Jasraj 

planet was 300128 which is a reverse order of his date 

of birth 28/01/30. 

About the minor planet 

The asteroid, formally known as minor planet was 

discovered by the Catalina sky survey from the 

telescopes based in Arizona. As of September 2019, 

there are 5,41,131 numbered planets and 7,97,078 

unobserved planets. 

Pandit Jasraj 

Pandit Jasraj has received numerous awards, titles and 

honors. It includes Padma Vibhusha and Sangeet Natak 

Akademi awards. He belongs to the Mewati Gharana 

age of music. It was founded by the brothers Utd 

Ghagge Nazir Khan and Utd Wahid Khan at the court of 

Jodhpur. 

Asteroid belt 

The asteroid belt between mars and Jupiter in the solar 

system has 4 main belts namely Ceres, Vesta, Pallas and 

Hygiea. 

The belt was formed from a group of planetesimals. 

Planetesimals are precursors of proto planets. Between 

mars and Jupiter, the gravitational pull is higher from 

Jupiter, the pull imbued the proto planets to accrete into 

a planet. As days passed, the collisions became violent 

shattering them into asteroids. 

International Astronomical Union 

The IAU was founded in 1919. The objective of the 

organization was to promote and safeguard 

astronomical science in every aspect. The organization 

recognizes the authorities assigning names and 

designations to celestial bodies. The IAU general 

assembly meets once in 3 years. The last IAU assembly 

was held a Vienna, Austria in 2018. The next IAU 

assembly is to be held at Busan, South Korea in 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


